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17 
Here is the Patience and the Faith 
of the Saints. | 


HE human race are born to trouble of va- 

| rious kinds : it is the ſad inheritance entailed 
on them as the deſcendants of Adam, their 
apoſtate head. Sorrow, the offspring of ſin, is as 
extenſive as the moral defection from whence it pro- 
ceeds. All have departed from God, and are be- 
come guilty before him; therefore the whole cre- 
ation groaneth under the dire effects of ſin. The 
aſcenſion of ſparks to their native element, is not 
more natural than the progreſs of afflictions from 
ſin, their dreadful ſource, to death, their awful 
centre. Though God, of his ſovereign mercy, 
has bleſſed ſome with pardon and peace, through 
the blood of his Son, yet theſe, though ſo favoured, 
are not exempted from tribulation, but are expoſed 
to every calamity common to man. Yea, ſuch is 
the myſterious conduct of God in governing the 
world, that were we to judge according to appear- 
ances, we ſhould call the proud happy, and bleſs 
them whom the Lord abhorreth. When Aſaph 
viewed the proſperity of the wicked, and the per- 
plexity of the godly, he almoſt concluded to give 
religion, as a vain thing. His reaſon reel'd, 
faith ſtaggered, his feet-had well nigh flipt, till 
he went into the houſe of God and conſidered their 
latter end, Pſal. Ixxiii A man may be under the 
curſe of God, and the ſmiles of providence; the 
vileſt of men are exalted, P/al, xii. 8, they may 
| B have 
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have more than 1 can wiſh; fare ſumptuouſly 
every day; and the favourites of heaven be deſti- 
tute, afflicted, tormented. * Many are the afflic- 
tions of the righteous,” is a ſcriptural axiom, 
agreeable to which our context points out ſome of 
the diſtinguiſhed trials of the godly, whereby their 
| graces are proved, and diicovered to be genuine 

and divine. 3 | 

In this prophetic book, we have repreſented the 
different forms, in which the devil, that old ſerpent, 
would attack the church of God, which is com- 

ared to a woman; weak, but fruitful; with 
whom the dragon was wroth, and went to make 
war with her ſeed, which have the command- 
8 apr of God, and the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
as in the foregoing chapter. In the beginning of 
this, where my text is, John informs us, that he 
ſaw riſe up out of the ſea (the agitated world, or 
the fluctuating diſturbed Roman empire) a beaſt, 
which he particularly deſcribes in the firſt fix verſes, 
to whom the dragon gave a power, and provi- 
dence a permiſſion, © to make war with the ſaints, 
and overcome them.” But however truth be 
trampled upon for a time, the cauſe of God will, 
in the end, prove victorious. © He that leadeth 
<« (the ſaints) into captivity, ſhall go into captivi- 
© ty: he that killeth with the ſword, muſt be 
Killed with the ſword.” Believers, with calm- 
neſs and courage, adhering to the teſtimony of Je- 
ſus, being perſuaded they ſhould overcome at the 
laſt, makes John, with exultation ſay, Here is 
the patience and the faith ofthe ſaints.“ What- 
ever be the particular period the viſion may pri- 
marily refer to, as having its principal accompliſh- 
ment; I apprehend the words of the text may be 
pertinently applied to the godly in all their afflic- 
tions, when they are enabled to endure, with pa- 
tience and faith, as ſeeing him who is inviſible,” 
in which light I ſhall conſider this animating excla- 


mation, Here is the patience and tlie faith of the 
| „ ſaints.” 
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e ſaints.” This ſignificant portion of God's word, 
was very frequently uttered by our dear deceaſed 
ſiſter, in her laſt illneſs, in a manner importing her 
deſire and need of the exerciſe of patience and faith. 
On which account her mourning nate, my be- 
loved and honoured brother, deſired I would ſpeak 
from it on this ſolemn occaſion. 4-5 

As we have now before us the ſable tokens of 
ſorrow, and are ſurrounding the precious remains 
of the departed ſaint, for the reception of which 
the ſolitary grave is open in our view“: may we 
all conſider our mortality, attend to this and every 
future duty, as hearing the ſound of our Maſter's 
feet behind us; and in every trying diſpenſation, 
feel and diſcover that we are poſſeſſed of the © pa- 
e tience and the faith of the ſaints.” 


In diſcourſing upon the words, I ſhall endea- 
vour to point out, 


I. What doth conſtitute the character of a Saint, 
or what is imported by the term. 


IT. Define the nature of the Patience and Faith 
of the Saints. 


III. Shew when or by what theſe graces are ren- 
dered conſpicuous, or ſo evidenced as that it 
may be ſaid. Here is the patience and the 
faith of the ſaints,” 


B 2 IV. At- 


The corpſe, during the diſcourſe, reſted upon the com- 
munion- table, before the pulpit, attended by a conſiderable 
number of ſorrowful friends, in decent mourning, and was 
intered in the place of worſhip, — On the wall above the 

rave, is ſince fixed a monument, with the following re- 
pectful but juſt inſeription: This ſtone is erected by 
6 — Fvans, paſtor of this church, in memory of his 
« beloved and much-lamented wife, Mrs. Ax N Evans, 
« who, after a life of exemplary piety, ſweetly ſlept in Jeſus, 
« January 18, 1775. Aged 60 years, — Ie righteous ſhall 
« be in everlaſting remembrance.” 
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IV. Attempt to improve the ſubject, as Nr 
to the preſent occaſion. 


The appellation Saint, ſeems to 55 been firſt 
given to angels, as Moſes the man of God faid, 
„The Lord came from Sinai, and ſhined forth 
* from mount Paran; and he came with ten thouſands 
* of ſaints,” Deut. xxxiii. 2. Compared with the 
prophecy of Enoch, recorded in Jude xiv. agreea- 
abie to which, Daniel informs. us, when he beheld 
in viGon the prevailing power of the church's e- 
nemies, who caſt down the truth to the ground, he 
obſerved theſe heavenly ſpirits deeply intereſted in 


fzvour of Zion, and ſays, © Then I heard one 


* ſaint ſpeaking, and another ſaint ſaid unto that 
* certain ſaint which ſpake, how long ſhall be the 
“ viſion, &c.” Dan. vil. 13. If it be thought that 


Jeſus, the angel of the covenant, was one of thoſe 


whom Daniel heard converſe, as is not improba- 
ble, ſince he who replied, is/ called Palmoni, the 
numberer of ſecrets; or, the wonderful numberer; 


It is a proof of his tender concern for the church 


in diſtreſs, and his readinels to inform enquiring 
ſouls ; for he obſerving Daniel who ſtood by, anxi- 


ous to know how long God's ſanctuary ſhould be 
trodden underfoot, he therefore, agreeable to his 


name, gave him full information, ver. 14. If Chriſt be 
intended, it not only proves his bearing the name 
{aint,, but is perhaps an intimation, that it prima- 
rily belongs to him; and that others are ſo called 
in conſequence of likeneſs, or relation to him. 
However, it is not confined to holy angels, but is 
even more frequently given to godly men. There-. 
fore Moſes adds, “ Yea, he loved the people: 
« all his ſaints are in thy ee ** Called elſe- 
where, © the ſaints that are in the earth, and the 
excellent, in whom is all Chriſt's delight, ” ? 
whoſe ſouls he preſerveth, none being able to 
pluck them out of his hands. 

| The 
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The appellation, faint, (the proper ſignification 
of which word is, an holy one) is not deſcriptive of, 
or confined to any diſtinct order, or office among 
angels or men; but is given to the children of 
God in common, by which they are diſtinguiſhed 
from the world in general. Hence the apoſtle 
Paul calls believers united according to goſpel or- 
der, © the churches of the ſaints. *” Before his 
converſion, he © made havock of the church, and 
„ haled men and women, committing them to pri- 
“ ſon; ©” and afterwards declared, before King 
Agrippa, that the perſons he was ſo mad againſt, 
and ſhut up in priſon, were the ſaints . Hence 
Ananjas, when ordered of God to viſit the new 
convert, replied, Lord, I have heard by many 
66. of this man, how much evil he hath done to the 
* ſaints at Jerulalem. ** Many other paſlages 
might eaſily be brought to prove, that the term 
conveys the idea of holineſs— that thoſe only are 
ſo called, who bear the image of Jeſus—and that 
every gracious perſon is ſo denominated; but the 
above are ſufficient. | | 
How important and neceſſary is the enquiry 
which we ought each to make, What am 1? a 
ſinner, or a ſaint? Into theſe two claſſes will all 
the inhabitants of our globe be divided; and ac- 
cording as we are found at death, ſo ſhall our ſtate 
be for ever and ever : either triumphant ſaints, or 
tormented ſinners. Do not, my friends, preſume. 
upon a bare profeſſion, nor deſpond under a ſenſe 
of tranſgreſſion. As all are ſinners by nature, there 
muſt be an internal change in order to be a ſaint. 
Qn the other hand, let none deſpair : For as the 
Lord never had, nor hath any in our world but ſin- 
ners, to make ſaints of; none have cauſe to ſay, 
There is no hope in God for me: therefore, what- 
ever be your preſent condition, I beg your ſerious 
attention to the following particulars, which I hope 
will tend to illuſtrate the important ſubject under 
conſideration. | . . 


1 Cor. xiv. 33. © Acts viii. 3. f Acts xxvi. 10. g Acts ix, 13» 
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r. Sinners are changed to ſaints, by virtue of 
calling grace, Rom. i. 7. Beloved of God, called 
41 to be ſaints.” They are firſt beloved of God, 
in conſequence of which, they are called to partake 
1 of the holy nature, and bear the honourable name 
| of ſaints. In like manner the ſame apoſtle addreſſeth 
| them at Corinth to whom he wrote: © Unto the 
| | e church of God; to them that are ſanctified in 
| 4 Chriſt Jeſus, called to be ſaints.” The opera- 
tions of grace upon a ſinner's heart, may be ſo de- 
| nominated on ſeveral accounts; particularly in al- 
| 
| 


| luſion to one perſon calling after another at a di- 
ſtance, to whom he has ſomething important to 
|| 7 | communicate; as, Ho, ſuch a one, Ruth iv. 1.“ 
|| Sinners are far from God : they are revolted and 
F gone: They have removed their heart far from 
þ | << me, faith the Lord.” * © They have gone far 
| | “ from me, and have walked after vanity, and are 
1 become vain.“ ! Deſtruction and miſery are in 
|| & their way:“ For, © their feet run to evil j” “ 

| and © their ſteps take hold of hell.” But, The 
|| voice of the pr is powerful; the voice of the 
| « Lord is full of majeſty.” He is able to make 
the moſt diſtant, dull, and deſperate ſinner, hear. 
When the word of God is ſet home upon a ſinner's 
| conſcience, he feels it * quick and powerful 
|| „ ſharper than any two-edged ſword ; and a dif. 
| <« cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.“ 
1 Before, he thought the voice of providence, and the 
1 language of the law of God, was directed chiefly to 
| | Others; but now, in the day of divine power, God 
| | ſpeaks home to his heart; not only in the general, 

| Jo you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the 
| | * ſons of men:“ But in a ſpecial, perſonal manner. 
1 The ſinner is convinced God calls to him in par- 
* ticular, ſaying, © Thou art the man,” as directly 
| as he did to our apoſtate parents, Adam, where 
* art thou?? and to Eve, What haſt thou 
„ gone?” 


h 1 Cor, i, 2. l Jer. v. 23. * [ſa. xxix. 13. 1 Jer. ii. 5. 
] | A Rom, lit, 16, a Proy, i. 16. 
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« done?” The terrible trumpet of God's law 
« waxeth louder, and louder.” He hears, and 
exceedingly fears and quakes. His very conſcience 
echoes the awful ſound, © Indignation and wrath, 
«* tribulation and anguiſh, upon every ſoul of man 
e that doth evil.“ Being ſtopped in his wild ca- 
- reer, laid under a divine arreſt, © bound with the 
„ cords of his fins,” and loaded with the ftetters 
of guilt, he cries out, What have I done ! What 
{hall Ido Without one good deed to recom- 
mend him; he is carried by divine power to the 
bar of equity, where he is found and pronounced 

uilty; from which ſentence there is no appeal, 
tor “ God is judge himſelf.“ He now daily 
dreads the execution of the divine ſentence, yet 
wonders at the forbearance of God. Tho' ſentence 
be not ſpeedily executed, yet he dares not from 
thence infer, that he ſhall eſcape the damnation of 
hell. He is now called to an impartial conſideration 
of the nature of God's law, by which he 1s con- 
demncd ; and of his own tranigreſſions, for which 
he expects to ſuffer. He is perſuaded, that © the 
law is holy, juſt and good ;” © that its requirements 
are fitting and reaſonable ; and therefore he cannot, 
he dare not complain, but only of himſelf, ſaying, 
OO wretched man that I am! who ſhall deliver 
me from the body of this death?“ | 

While he, with Ephraim, is bemoaning himſelf 

thus, the Lord calls to him, in the moſt tender, 
pathetic, compaſſionate manner, ſaying, “ Is ke 
my dear fon? is he a pleaſant child? for ſince 
I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember him 
« ſtill; therefore my bowels are troubled for. him; 
„ I will ſurely have mercy upon him, faith the 
Lord,“ Fer. xxxi. 20. He is called and invited 
to look unto Jeſus, who is „able to fave to the 
e uttermoſt, all that come unto God by him.” 


To Jeſus, who was made under the law, obeyed 
Is 


a Rom. ii. 8, 9 d P. I. 6. e Rom vii. 12. « Nom vii. 24. 
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it its righteous precepts, and bore its tremendous 
| curſe ; and now liveth at the right hand of God, 
=. as the kind and prevalent interceſſor for returning 
| tranſgreſſors. The Father, the Son, the Spirit, 
| and the Church, unite in the goſpel call, inviting 
him to come; proclaiming, in the moſt full and 
| poſitive manner, that . whoſoever cometh, ſhall 
| « in no wife be caſt out:“ That, whoſoever will, 
| are welcome to partake of the waters of life freely. 
| The goſpel, in a particular manner, deſcribes the 
| condition of thoſe to whom its bleſſings are pro- 
miſed, and the Spirit of God cõnvinceth his people, 
| that they are in a ſtate of fin : hence it is, that the 
| — children of God are ſaid to be the called of the 
| 
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Lord; for they are as particularly and diſtinguiſh- 
edly called, to partake of divine bleſſings, and to 
perform ſpiritual duties, as if they were addreſſed 
by their perſonal names. The calls of the goſpel 
are therefore juſtly conſidered, by the convicted 
ſinner, as the ground of his encouragement to hope, 
and his warrant to truſt in the Lord. With con- 
i} trition he acknowledgeth his ſin, and with appro- 
i bation embraceth the Saviour, Is there ever a 
| convicted ſinner here, crying, to Jeſus for mercy, I 
would ſay to ſuch, as was ſaid to one in a ſimilar 
caſe, Be of good comfort, rile ; he calleth thee,” 
Mark x. 49. Come, poor ſinner, come and tell the 
Lord what thou would he ſhould do unto thee ; 
and enquire with Saul, Lord, what wilt thou 
* have me to do.” An attendance to theſe, in- 
cludes all thy preſent and future dealings with 
God. Whoever cometh to the Lord, as a miler- 
able wanting creature, begging ſpiritual favours 
from him, in order to act in conformity to him, is 
called to be a ſaint: and whoever calleth not on the 
Lord, are evidently not yet called by him: for, 
2. Saints are repreſented in ſcripture to be pray- 
ing perſons. Hence it is obſerved, in Rev. v. 8. 
when Jeſus had taken the book out of the hand of 
him that ſat upon the throne, to open its important 
contents 
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contents to the church of God: © The four beaſts, - 
* and four and twenty elders (repreſenting the 
leaders of divine worſhip) fell down before the 
Lamb, having every one of them harps, and gol- 
« den vials full of odours, which are the prayers 
of ſaints.” So in chap. viii. 3, 4. Chriſt, the 
angel of God's preſence, and meſſenger of the co- 
venant, is faid to “offer much incenſe with the 
« prayers of all ſaints,” Prayer is the breath of a 
heaven-born ſoul; a certain ſymptom of divine 
life; and as ſuch was mentioned to Ananias re- 
ſpecting Saul, who had “ breathed out threatenings 
« and flaughter againſt the church of God.” 
«© Go(ſaith the Lord) into the ſtreet called Straight, 
„ and enquire in the houſe of Judas, for one cal- 
« Jed Saul of Tarſus: for behold he prayeth.“ 
What kindneſs and love doth Chriſt diſcover for 
praying ſouls! Saul was in' great darkneſs and 
diſtreſs, and knew not what to do, but a meſſenger 
is ſoon diſpatched to tell him his duty, and com- 
fort his heart; who on his coming, addreſſeth the 
praying penitent as a fellow-diſciple, ſaying, © Bro- 
& ther Saul, the Lord (even Jeſus that appeared 
* unto thee in the way as thou cameſt) hath ſent 
« me,” As ix. 11—17. 5 

True prayer is the earneſt out- goings of the 
heart to God, for new-covenant bleſſings through 
Chriſt Jeſus. A faint, with Jabez, often cries, 
Oh that thou wouldeſt bleſs me indeed, and that 
* thou wouldeſt keep me from evil, that it may 
e not grieve me.“ And with David ſays, Re- 
« member me, O Lord, with the favour that thou 
<* beareſt unto thy people: O viſit me with thy 
&« ſalvation:“ „ For this ſhall every one that is 
« oodly pray.” © Hence the expiring thief on the 
croſs, as foon as he partook of divine grace, ceaſed 
to upbraid the bleſſed Jefus, and began to pray, 
crying, © Lord, remember me:” © and the poor 

| C pub- 


1 Chr. iv. 10, » Pfal. cvi. 4. e Pfal. xxx. * 
Luke xxiii. 42. 
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publican, who was aſhamed to look to heaven, 
{mote upon his troubled breaſt, and cried, © God 
« be merciful to me a ſinner.” Prayer, is what 
every faint feels the perpetual need of; they live 
in a ſtate of dependance, -as penſioners on divine 
bounty. They! have much work to perform, and 
many enemies (to oppoſe, and without Chriſt they 
can do nothing; ſin never ceaſeth working in them, 
nor the devil and the world to war againſt them: 
and having no might againſt this great company, 
their eyes are to the Lord; each of them being 
ſatisfied, if ever they obtain help, it muſt come 


from the Lord, who made heaven and earth: and 
therefore with David, ſay, I will cry unto God 


e moſt high; unto God that performeth all things 
« for me. They have many an errand at the 
divine throne, not only on their own account, but 
on behalf of others; as the venerable prophet ſaid, 
God forbid that I ſhould ſin againſt the Lord, 
« in ceaſing to pray for you.“? Paul knowing 
that believers have great intereſt at the court of 

heaven, earneſtly intreated to be remembered by 
them, ſaying, ©* Now I beſeech you, brethren, for 
ce the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and for the love of 
i the Spirit, that ye ſtrive together with me, in 
« your prayers to God for me.“ O, my brethren, 
forget not your miniſter, when engaged with your 
God. Your Paſtor now ſtands in particular need 
of your earneſt ſupplications. The language of his 
heart, I am perſuaded, is, Brethren, pray for me. 
<« Finally, brethren, pray for us.“ | 

3. What further conſtitutes the character of 
ſaints, is, ſubjection to Chriſt as their King. 

Hence they who have got the victory over the 
beaſt, his image, his mark, and over the number 
of his name, ſing the ſong of Moſes, the ſervant of 
God, and the ſong of the Lamb, ſaying, * Great 
„% and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Al- 

my mighty; 


e Luke xviii. 13. f Pal. lvii. 2. s 1 Sam. xii. 23. h Rom. 
xv. 30, 1 2 Theſ. iii. 1. 
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© mighty; juſt and true are thy ways, thou King 
* of Saints, Rev. xv. 3.” Chriſt is a King: for 
that end was he born; though his kingdom is not 
of this world; “ Yet, faith the Lord, have I ſet my 
King upon my holy hill of Zion.“ The church 
is ſubject unto Chriſt, who, as the Prince of Peace, 
reigneth in Zion, “ to order it, and to eſtabliſh it 
e with judgment, and with juſtice, from henceforth, 
« even for ever, Ja. ix. 7.” Saints would not live 
as if there was no king in Iſrael, © nor without 
law to God, but under the law to Chriſt, ” They 
eſteem him the alone Lord of their conſciences. 
Their not ſubmitting to any other authority in 
matters of religion, has frequently drawn upon 
them the keen reſentment of the conforming world. 
Chriſt is the fountain of honour, the ſource of au- 
thority, and the centre of unity. Every immunt- 
ty the church enjoys, ſhe conſiders as a gracious 
grant from her loving ſovereign ; and the authority 
with which ſhe is inveſted, is a delegation from 
Chriſt her King: he is the head, which every be- 
liever doth hold, and in whom they unite, in affec- 
tion to him, and expectation from him. They pray 
for the peace of his kingdom, and rejoice in its 
e They feel the need of the Redeemer's 
ingly power to ſubdue their ſins, conquer their 
temptations, avenge their injuries, and rule their 
hearts. With peculiar pleaſure they frequent his 
courts. A day ſpent there, they eſteem better than 
a thouſand elſewhere; rather chuſing to be © door- 
<* keepers in his houſe, than to dwell in the tents 
« of wickedneſs.” They come to his table with 
reverence, and partake of the memorials of his love 
with delight; to which he gives, them a kind wel- 
come, ſaying, Eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink 
„ abundantly, O beloved. In a word, they re- 
vee his authority, adore his dignity, admire his 
beauty, rejoice in his mercy, and triumph in his 
C 2 power, 
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wer, ſaying, The Lord is our Judge, the Lord 
is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King; he will 
N 

4. Saints are the ſubjects of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Ghoſt is in them as a quickening, con- 
vincing Spirit.“ For when he is come, he ſhall con- 
* vince of ſin, of righteouſueſs, and of judgment.“ 
It is owing to him they feel their weakneſs, and ſee 
their wants. Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our 
“ infirmities : for we know not what to pray for as 
* we ought; but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſ- 
« ſion for the ſaints, according to the will of God, 
% Rom. viii. 26, 25.” He is in them © a ſpirit of 
„grace and ſupplication.” He leads them, under a 
ſenſe of ſin, to the wounded Saviour, for righteouſ- 
neſs, peace, and pardon: they © look upon him 
* whom they have pierced,and mourn.” He ſtains 
human honour, tot; glorifies the Saviour: takes the 
things of Chriſt, ſnews, and applies them to their 
ſouls. He is in them “ a ſpirit of adoption, crying, 
Abba, Father; and “ witneſſeth with their ſpi- 
* rits, that they are the children of God.“ He 
makes them long to know their relation to God, 
and gives them to rejoice in the Fender He 
ſtrengthens them with all might in the inner man, 
enabling them to do, aud endure, according to the 
will of God. He ſanctifies their ſouls, and makes 
them “ meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
„light.“ They are all“ his workmanſhip, crea- 
* ted anew in Chriſt Jeſus, unto good works,” to 
which they were appointed of the Father, and pur- 
chaſed by the Son. It is by the Spirit, ſaints are 
enabled to mortify the deeds of the body, overcome 
temptation, perſevere in the paths of purity, and, 
*© rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” He gives 
them {weet foretaſtes of heaven, ſeals them to the 


day of redemption, and is in them “a well of wa- 


6 ter, ſpringing up into eternal life.“ In a word, 
they are his habitation, his temples, where he has 
| taken 


* Iſa. xxxiii, 22, Zech. xii. 10. » Col. i. 12. 
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taken up his everlaſting dwelling, according to the 
promiſe of Jeſus, © he ſhall abide with you for e- 
„ver; for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in 
* you,” Jobn xiv. 16, 17. So eſſential is this to 
the Chriſtian character, that truth declares, if 
any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none 
„of his.” By him they are formed for God, 
devoted to the intereſt of holineſs, and made zea- 
lous of good works: And yet, 

5. Saints renounce all dependance on what is 
wrought in them, and done by them, as the matter 
of their juſtification, entirely relying upon the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, as the ground of their accep- 
tance with God: © even as David deſcribeth the 
e bleſſedneſs of the man, to whom the Lord im- 
* puteth righteouſneſs without works, Rom. iv. 6.” 
A believer, knowing that a man is not juſtified 
* by the works of the law: for by the works of the 
* law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified,” ? And that, 
“ Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſ- 
„ neſs,” doth above all things deſire to be © found 
* in Chriſt, not having his own righteouſneſs which 
** 1s of the law, but that which is through the faith 
* of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by 
* faith;”” which is unto and upon © all them 
that believe, for there is no difference.” A man's 
juſtifying righteouſneſs, doth not conſiſt in the pu- 
rity of his internal diſpoſitions, or external acts : 
for, © he that hath clean hands, and a pure heart, 
* ſhall receive the bleſſing ro the Lord, and 
_ © righteouſneſs FROM the God of his ſalvation, P/. 
xxiv. 3, 6. Though David had exerted himſelf much 
in the cauſe of God, and was denominated a man 
after his own heart, yet in his old age, when grey 
hairs were upon him, he had not even then acquired 
a righteouſneſs pleadable at the divine bar, as the 
ground of his acceptance. He could ſay to his God, 
** Thou art my hope, my truſt from my youth. O 
God, thou haſt taught me from my youth; and 

« hitherta 
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„ hitherto have I declared thy wonderous works; “ 
but diſclaiming all dependence upon his paſt per- 
formances, he 4 “ vill go in the ſtrength of the 
Lord God: I will make mention of thy ri ghte- 


e ouſneſs, even of thine only. This is the 


righteouſneſs he would truſt in, ſnew forth, and 
talk of all the day long, That which juſtifieth 
a man he may well boaſt of, glory in, and ſteadily 
truſt to; but it is “not of works, leſt any man 
„ ſhould boaſt.” Yea, © curſed is man that truſt- 
„eth in man, and maketh fleſh his arm. It is in 
the Lord that all the ſeed of Iſrael ſhall be juſtifi- 
ed, and ſhall glory:” For, This is the name 
„ wherewith he ſhall be called, THE LORD 
« OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. * | 

That which juſtifies, muſt, in the eye of the law, 
be faultleſs. For it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe a 
man juſtified according to law, for and on the ac- 
count of ads contrary to law, That which is faul- 
ty, cannot conſtitute us juſt : therefore, either im- 
perfef3 obedience is, notwithſtanding, faultleſs obe- 
dience, or it cannot be the matter of a finrer's juſti- 
fication. To be juſtified, is to be declared inno- 
cent; © but we have proved (ſaith Paul) both Jews 
“ and Gentiles, that they are all under ſin,” Rom. 


ui. 9. And as “ all the world is become gwlty 


© before God; therefore, by the deeds of the 
% law, there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight; 
for by the law is the knowledge of fin,” ver. 19, 
20. Jo ſeek juſtification by the law, is to endea- 
vour to nullify the death of Jeſus : © For if righte- 
e ouſneſs come by the law, Chriſt is dead in vain.” ? 
The ſcripture method of juſtification, dilplays the 
juſtice and grace of God, its author; therefore it is 
not of man's own works. For if a man's works be 
blameleſs, how is grace diſcovered in pronouncing 


him juſt? If his works be faulty, how is juſtice 


diſcovered in pronouncing him innocent? But 
grace 


* 


* Pal, Ixxi. 16. Jer. xvii. 5. » Ia. xly, 25. Jer, xxili. 6. 
| Y Gal. ii. 21. 
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grace provided Chriſt as our ſurety. It was an act 
of aſtoniſhing favour to us, that Chriſt was made 
fleſh, that he came under the law, to obey in our 
ſtead, and die in our room; condeſcended to be 
made fin for us, that we might be made the 
* righteouſneſs of God in him.“ Grace provided 
the righteouſneſs for, and grace imputed it to, the 
choſen of God. But the obedience of the holy Je- 
ſus being thus imputed to them, the pronouncing 
them juſt was an act of equity. See the heautiful 
connection of grace and righteouſneſs, in the a- 
poltle's deſcription of the divine procedure in the 
grand affair of a ſinner's juſtification, in his afore- 
{aid letter to the ſaints at Rome : Being juſtified 
e freely by his grace, through the redemprion that 
« is in Chriſt Jeſus: whom God hath ſer forth to 
“be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of (ans: 
« —todeclare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs; 
that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him 
* which believeth in Jeſus. Where is boalting 
then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? 
„ Nay : but by the law of faith. Therefore we 
* conclude, that a man is juſtified by faith with- 
out the deeds of the law.” Chap. iii. 24 —28. 
Hence it is evident, that the ſaints righteouſneſs, 
is not what they acquired, but what they receive, 
as a grant of grace, as faith the apoſtle John: To 
her [the church] was granted, that ſhe ſhould be 
“ arayed in fine linen, clean and white. For the 
« fine linen is the righteouſneſs of ſaints,” Rev. 
xix. 8. Once more, 

6. Saints have pleaſures and purſuits different 
from other men. Divine love is the fountain from 
whence their comforts flow. The language of 
each of their ſouls, is, Remember me, O Lord, 
* with the favour that thou beareſt unto thy peo- 
% ple.” * © Look thou upon me, and be merci- 
ful unto me, as thou uſeſt to do uato thoſe that 

love 


® 2 Cor. v. 1. fal. cvi. 4 
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1 | * love thy name.” While others ſay, * Who 
1 « will ſhew us any good?” their requeſt is, Lord, 
< lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon 
[|| * us. This puts more gladneſs into their hearts, 
< than others have, when their corn and wine in- 
f « creaſeth,” Pſal. iv. 7, 8. David admires the love 
1 of the Lord, as what ſatisfieth the ſouls of his ſaints, 
| ſaying, How excellent is thy loving kindneſs, 


| 

10 « O God! therefore the children of men put their 
I „ truſt under the ſhadow of thy wings. They 
If * ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of 
& thy houſe; and thou ſhalt make them drink of 
I the river of thy pleaſures,” P/al. xxxvi. 7, 8. 
Hi! When his ſoul longed and thirſted for God, to ſee 
| lit his power and glory again in the ſanctuary, he look- 
it ed to the loving-kindneſs of God, as the ſource 

| 

| 


f from whence the deſired bleffings flow; and pro- 
5 nounces it © better than life, P/al. Ixiii. 2, 3. 
| Therefore, © ſing unto the Lord, O ye ſaints of his 
i « —for his anger endureth but a moment; in his 
| * favour is light: weeping may endure for a night, 
but joy cometh in the morning,” P/al. xxx. 4, 5. 
1 Chriſt, and every goſpel bleſſing that flows through 
nw him to the church, cauſing the faints to ſhout a- 
loud for joy, are the effects of ſovereign love. 
May the Lord, the Spirit, direct every longing ſoul 
| into the love of God, that they may be © able to 
1 & comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, 
Ill © and length, and depth, and height; and know 
| 
| 


if „ the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge; 
14 « that they might be filled with all the fulneſs of 
| « God.” For, though ſome of the ſaints may 
lil not have had the love of God ſhed abroad in their 
| 


if hearts; may not yet know it, as the ſubject of joy 
and delight, yet all of them are acquainted with it, 

as the object of their deſire, without which every 
110 creature is inſipid, and every ordinance unſatisfac- 

bit tory : but the enjoyment of God, makes even a 
j . Priſon a palace, and a dungeon a delight, Every 
i ; chriſtian 
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chriſtian being diſſatisfied with this world, as his 
portion, is in purſuit of a © better country, which 
« js an heavenly.” He conſiders himſelf as a 
ſtranger and pilgrim; and accounts that while in 
the body, he is (in a ſenſe) © abſent from the 
„ Lord.” * While the ſinner loveth long life, 
health, honour, and proſperity, the faint is chiefly 
concerned to grow in conformity to his God, and 
enjoy communion with him. The chriſtian con- 
ſiders holineſs as eſſential to happineſs, therefore 
ſeeks for purity, as well as forgiveneſs. When 
penitent David pleaded for pardon, ſaying, © Have 
* mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lov- 
e ing kindneſs: according unto the multitude of 
* thy tender mercies blot out my tranſgreſſions :” 
He added, Waſh me throughly from mine ini- 
% quity, and cleanſe me from my fin.” * And 
Aſaph, in behalf of the church, cries, “ Help us, 
O God of our ſalvation, for the glory of thy 
„% name: and deliver us, and purge away our 
„ fins.” * Divine compaſſion is as much engaged 
in ſubduing fin, as pardoning tranſgreſſion; there- 
fore the ſaints, with an air of pleaſure, ſay, He 
* will turn again, he will have compaſſion upon 
„us; he will ſubdue our iniquities; and thou 
« wilt caſt all their fins into the depths of the ſea,” 
Micah vii. 19. Perſuaded I am, that that man is 
a ſtranger to real religion, who does not, with the 
heart, ſay unto God, © Take away all iniquity,” 
Hof. xii. 2. While a chriſtian is in this world, he 
1s neither where, nor what he would be. To be 
free from fin, and with his God, is what a ſaint de- 
fires. © As for me, I will behold thy face in 
„ righteouſnels : I ſhall be ſatisfied, when I awake 
« with thy likeneſs,” P/al. xvii. 15. With David, 
every gracious ſoul agrees, in the above expreſſive 
declaration; and will all at laſt unite in ſinging be- 
fore the throne, © Unto him that loved us, and 
* waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, and 

D « hath 
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te hath made us kings and prieſts unto God and 
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen.“ Rev. i. 3, 6. But it is 
time to proceed, 


II. To define the nature of the patience and faith 
of the ſaints, 


Patience is a grace, or heavenly virtue, whereby 
a chriſtian is enabled to wait for ſuſpended favours 
with calm ſubmiſſion receive injuries without re- 
vengeful oppoſition — and endure affliction with 
holy reſignation to the will of God. 

Chriſtian patience is very different from Stoical 
apathy ; properly, ſtupidity, They thought it 
beneath a man of reaſon, to rejoice 1n proſperity, 
or mourn in adverſity. But true patience 1s con- 
ſiſtent with the fineſt feelings, and moſt delicate 
ſenſibility. Jeſus, the great pattern of patience, 
telt keen ſenſations of ſorrow, ariſing from the di- 
vine diſpleaſure, which he diſcovered by © ſtrong 
« cries, and many tears; and was heard, in that 
« he feared.” Submiſſion and ſorrow are not 
oppolites; Chriſt was evidently the ſubject of both. 
Patience doth not imply the ceſſation of our pri- 
mary paſſions, but a regulation of them. The 
ſouls of the ſaints under the altar, cry, © How 
% long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not 
« judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell 
c on the earth,” Rev. vi. 10. The church was de- 
preſſed with a ſenſe of the divine diſpleaſure, and 
deeply wounded with the cutting taunts of her in- 
fulting foe, when ſhe ſaid, © I will bear the indig- 
c nation of the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againſt 
him, until he plead my cauſe, and execute judg- 
© ment for me,” Mic. vii. 8, 9. She patiently 
bore the evils ſhe ſenſibly felt, and mourned under. 
Jeſus patiently endured the croſs, though he cried 
out, My God, my God, why haſt * 2 

aken 
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« ſaken me.” And prior to that, when in the gar- 
den, he began to be fore amazed, and very heavy, 
and faid, „my ſoul is exceeding ſorrowful, even 
e unto death.” * Mourning under the hand of God, 
and murmuring againſt it, are very different things. 
The former is natural, the latter is fnful : what is 
ſimply natural, is not a moral evil, therefore the 
former is allowed; the latter forbid. 
| Grief and ſorrow on ſuch a ſolemn occaſion as the 


preſent, is quite agreeable to the Chriſtian charac- 


ter. At the grave of Lazarus, Jeſus wept. * His 
flowing tears, were the effect of warm affection for 
his deceaſed friend ; and were canſtrued as ſuch by 
the ſpectators ; who ſaid ane to another, & Behold 
* how he loved him.” © And devout men carri- 
ed Stephen to his burial, and made great lamen- 
« tation over him,” As vin. 2. Again, 
Chriſtian patience is very different from political 
prudence. An example of which we have in Saul, 
who after he was anointed and proclaimed King of 
Iſrael, ** he went home to Gibeah with a band of 
men, whoſe hearts God had touched; but the 
children of Belial ſaid, How ſhall this man ſave 
„us? And they deſpiſed him—but he held his 
« peace. 1 Sam. x. 27.” Though he did not re- 
ſent the affront, but ſeemed to be poſſeſſed of a con- 
ſiderable ſhare of patience, yet it was only in ap- 
pearance; for the after hiſtory of that Prince, de- 
monſtrates his being under the power of paſſion, 

viſhneſs, and reſentment. Saul, in the above 
inſtance, conſulted his own honour, and the peace 
of his kingdom ; but the Chriſtian regards the ho- 
nour of God, and the peace of his conſcience. Once 
more, | 

Patience is oppoſite to deſpondency and indiffe- 
rency; and is inſeparably connected with hope; 
called, Patience of hope, 1 The. i. 3.“ For, it 
« we hope for that we fee not, then do we with 
« patience wait for it,” Ram. viii. 25. Patience is 
| D 2 alto 
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alſo connected with activity. To them who by 
patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for glory, 
% honour, and immortality; eternal life.” * That 

atience is induſtrious, is evident; for the Apoſtle 
Janne chargeth the ſaints, to © let patience have 
her perfect work,” Jam. i. 4. And ſays Paul, 
„ Ye have need of patience, that after ye have 
% done the will of God, ye may inherit the pro- 
„ mifes,” Heb. x. 36. Though patience is fre- 
quently called a ſuffering grace, yet is ſh? a com- 
panion of joy, as well as hope. For, «© whatſoever 
things were written aforetime, were written for 
* our learning, that we through patience and com- 
fort of the ſcriptures might have hope,” Rom. 
XV. 4. It is with patience the ſaints bring forth 
fruit to God, and in patience they poſſeſs their ſouls, 
Luke viii. 15. and chap. xxi. 19. Plainly importing 
that peeviſhneſs leads to barrenneſs, and rage de- 
thrones reaſon. | 

I proceed to explain the nature of the ſaints 
faith. Faith is to be conſidered as delivered to the 
faints, and as wrought in them. 

The former is that divine ſyſtem of truth reveal- 
ed in the ſcriptures, which the church of God is 
the pillar and ground of, and which every gracious 

rſon is called to profeſs, maintain, and defend. 

he latter is the evidence of divine truth prevailing 
in a man's heart. Faith in both ſenſes, is (I think) 
beautifully, tho* briefly, defined by the Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews, chap. xi. 1. Now faith is the ſub- 
« ſtance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not ſeen.” 

Faith, in the ſenſe firſt mentioned, is the ſum, 
ſubſtance, or divine compendium of heavenly truths, 
It cannot be ſaid of any one believer, whilſt in this 
world, that he is acquainted with truth in its full 
extent. For even Paul, „knew but in part, and 
e propheſied in part;” “ yet the ſubſtance of the 
goſpel is known and credited by every * | 

| (e ut 
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« But if our. goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that 
« are loſt,” 2 Cor. iv. 3. If no good man will 
tend to be acquainted with the whole compaſs 
of divine revelation ; and if on the other hand, ig- 
norance of the goſpel be a proof of a periſhing con- 
dition, it follows, that the common faith of the 
godly muſt be certain eſſential truths, plamly re- 
vealed in the word of God; which are fo impor- 
tant, and precious, as to be called, with the ut- 
_ propriety, * The ſubſtance of things hoped 
3 
Faith, in the ſecond ſenſe, © Is the evidence of 
„ things not ſeen,” Faith, conſidered as a grace 
in the believer, is the prevailing evidence of divine 
truth in his heart. As the ihings, reſpecting which 
the perſuaſion is formed, are contained only in the 
divine report, they therefore are called, © Things 
e not ſeen.” Knowledge ariſeth partly from ob- 
ſervation of things which are ſeen; but * faith 
« cometh by hearing,” and is a perſuaſion, or a 
convincing evidence arifing in a man's mind, that 
the things reported are true, as ſet forth in the 
goſpel. Though faith is called a ſeeing, it is of him 
who is inviſible. It ſapplies the lack of ſight, 
„ Whom having not ſeen, ye love, tho* now ye fee 
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy un- 
* ſpeakable and full of glory.”” Hence Paul ſays, 
We look not at the things which are ſeen, but at 
the things which are not ſeen.“ For, “we walk 
„by faith, not by ſight;“ as if he had ſaid, Wa 
in our walk, or conduct, are not under the influence 
of external appearances, or governed by pleaſurable, 
and painful ſenſations, but by the perfuaſion or in- 
ternal evidence we have of the reality, and nature 
of thoſe important things, brought to light by the 
olorious goſpel. In this latter ſenſe are we to un- 
derſtand faith in the text; the trial of which is; 
„ more precious than gold which periſherh.” ® 
Faith, or beheving, includes three things; or is ta 
be 
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be conſidered in a threefold light, if we would take 
a full, proper, and comprehenſive view of it. 

That the things contained in the ſcripture are 
true—that they are in their nature good, proper, 
and precious—and, that they are a perſon's own,—- 
1. That the things are true. Of this God has 

ven ſufficient evidence, which is open to all 
where the goſpel comes. Every one ſo favoured, 
is called upon to repent and believe the goſpe],” 
Mark i. 13. And he that believeth not, maketh 
God a liar, © becauſe he believeth not the record 
given of his Son.” * So plainly 
hath God revealed the capital truths of the goſpel, 
that no ſincere enquirer can be /ong at a loſs tor full 
evidence of their reality. The things of the goſpel 
being diſcredited, is not owing to the want of ſuf- 
ficient evidence that they are Pics, but to inatten- 
tion, prejudice, or pride. Faith, in the ſenſe I am 
now ſpeaking of, 1s certainly the duty, and within 
the compals of every man's power, where the goſpel 
comes; were it not ſo, Chriſt would not have up- 
braided thoſe where his mighty works were done, 
becauſe they believed not, nor marvelled at their 
unbelief. Thus to believe, does not neceſſarily im- 


ply ſupernatural aid. Simon believed, though he 


was in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of iniqui- 
« ty.” * Such a faith is proper, but partial. Thou 
„ believeſt there is one God; thou doſt well: the 
* devils alſo believe and tremble, * Jam. ii. 19. 
Let none deſpiſe ſuch a faith, as unneceſſary, for 
without this there is no ſalvation. © Except ye 
« believe that I am he, ye ſhall die in your ſins.” * 
On the other hand, beware of concluding that your 
ſalvation is infallibly connected with ſuch a believing, 
tho? nothing ſhort of this, can be termed a helieving ; 
yet remember, many have believed only tor a time; 
ſome believe in vain, which none could do, if God, 
his promiſes, had connected ſalvation with ſuch 

a faith; that faith to which ſalvation is connected, 
includes 
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includes likewiſe a believing what the things of 
God are, as well as that they are; or, ; 
2, Faith is the evidence ariſing in the mind, that 
the things reported are good as well as true. The 
things of the goſpel are not only the true ſayings of 
God, but are good tidings of great joy, Luke 11. 10. 
La. xl. 9. chap. xli. 27. called, good tidings of 
* good; glad tidings of good things.” J. Iii. 7. 
Rom. x. 15. Hence Chriſt “ went through every 
city and village, preaching and ſhewing the glad 
* tidings of the kingdom of God, Luke viii. 1. 
And the angel ſaid to Zacharias, I am Gabriel, 
that ſtand in the preſence of God, and am ſent 
to ſpeak unto thee, and ſhew thee theſe glad ti- 
* dings.” Natural men can judge of the evidence 
produced in favour of what the Lord reveals, be- 
ing true, but ate not capable of diſcerning their 
true excellency ; for © the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
„ fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know them, 
< becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” 1 Cor. ii. 
14. If the ſcriptures had only ſpoke of things 
ſimply, as facts, without deſcribing their ſpiritual 
nature, a bare aſſent to the truth of things would 
have been a full and proper faith : But the reality 
and ſpirituality of both the law and goſpel, are the 
ſubject matter of divine revelation : therefore, true 
faith muſt include a perſuaſion of both. Moſt men 
believe God's moral government, and that every 
rational being is accountable to the great ruler of 
heaven and earth: But few men believe that the 
law, according to which Jehovah will proceed in 
judgment, is of ſuch an extenſive nature as to take 
cognizance of, and condemn for the irregular acts 
of the mind. The reality of the law they believe, 
yet have no faith in its ſpirituality : but every real 
Chriſtian. believes the law is ſpiritual, holy, juſt, 
and good. 
So reſpecting the goſpel; a man may believe its 
ſeveral doctrines to be true, ſpeak of them with pro- 
priety, 
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priety, preach and defend them with energy and 


judgment, and have no faith in their divine beauty 


and ſpiritual glory; but to them that believe, Chriſt 


is precious in his perſon, blood, and righteouſneſs. 


He is, in the true believer's eſteem, © more glorious 
* and excellent than the mountains of prey,” P/a. 
Ixxvi. 4. The“ chief among ten thouſand, and 


+ altogether lovely:“ he is © admired in all them 


* that believe.” Let is © the man whom the na- 
* tion abhorreth,” * Many believe that he is, 


who have an averſion to what he is. That he is 


the Son of God, wicked men, with devils, acknow- 
ledge, ſaying, © We know thee who thou art.” 


But only real ſaints, by faith, behold his glory, 
as the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
e and truth.”” A wicked man believes it is a 


faithful or true ſaying, © that Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the world to ſave ſinners.” * Bur though 
the way he has taken to accompliſh ſalvatian he ex- 
cellent and glorious, only the renewed ſoul believes 
it © warthy of all acceptation.“ A man may have 
the theory of the goſpel in his head, and enmity to 
its ſpiritual glory in his heart. For though carnal 
men may have full evidence of the truth, yet © the 
* carnal mind is enmity againſt God: it is not ſub- 
« je& to the law of God, neither indeed can be.“ 
« This is the heir, come let us kill him,” was the 
confeſſion, and ſatanical reſolution of ſome in ſacred 


office, when Jeſus came to viſit the vineyard of 


God.* But true faith includes approbation of 
Chriſt and his goſpel. Approbation ſeems eſſen- 
tial to its nature, becauſe the report, which faith is 


the evidence of, ſets forth and explains the nature 


of things, as well as their reality; or, as before 
mentioned, that they are good, as well as true. 
For “ with the heart man believeth unto righteouſ- 
« neſs.” © The evidence of the goſpel, W 

| the 


t Song v. 16. 2 Theſ. i. 10. = Ifa. xlix. 7. y John i. 14. 
2 1 Tim. 1. 15. 4 Rom. vili. Jo b Matt, XX1, 38. 6 Rom. 
XA. 10, 


1 


the chief good, influences the whole ſoul: and as 
the powers and properties of the mind are diſtinct- 
ly engaged and ſtirred up to follow hard after God, 
it 1s natural to expect that faith will be differently 
ſer forth, or believing be variouſly denominated, 
according as the ſeveral powers of the ſoul are in- 
fluenced by it, or animated towards its author and 
object. Accordingly, if we with attention obſerve 
the ſcripture deſcription of © believing to the ſal- 
vation of the ſoul,” ſuch metaphors are uſed. as 
are ſuited to illuſtrate the exerciſe of the ſeveral 
powers of the mind. For inſtance, as faith influ- 
ences the underſtanding, it is called a Looking 
“ to Jefus,” according to the gracious invitation, 
* Look unto me, and be ye ſaved.” * * So, they 
&« looked unto him, and were lightened; and their 
« faces were not aſhamed.” *© As the glory of each 
perſon, and perfection in Jehovah, doth ſhine in 
the ever- bleſſed goſpel, with heart transforming 
luſtre, the ſaints, © with open face, beholding as 
« in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed 
« into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even 
« as by the Spirit of the Lord.“ Faith fixes the 
attention upon, engages the affections towards, and 
employs the thoughts about divine ſubjects: there- 
fore it is ſaid, when the Lord opened the heart of 
Lydia, © ſhe attended to the things which were 
* ſpoken of Paul.” * Again, the ſaints of old, 
thoſe worthies, whoſe faith the apoſtle produces to 
illuſtrate and exemplify the definition given of it 
in Heb. xi. as afore noted, are ſaid all to “ die in 
% faith, not having received the promiſes, but 
having ſeen them afar off, and were perſuaded of 
e them, and embraced them, and confeſſed that 
<« they were ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth.“ 
They were perſuaded of them as true, and em- 
braced them as precious. Whatever 1s-viewed as 
precious, the affections move towards, and cleave 
to, The affections flee to that which appears ami- 
| E able, 
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able, and from that which is the object of dread or 
averſion. Faith, therefore, is called a coming to 
Chriſt® —a running to his name, as to a ſtrong 
tower — a fleeing from wrath to him for refuge 

—a truſting in him — receiving of him *—lean- 
ing upon him "— and various other appellations, 
expreſſive of the exerciſe of the affections towards 
him, who is © the deſire of all nations, and alto- 
gether lovely.” The promiſe of ſalvation is con- 
nected with true faith : He that believeth ſhall 
«© beſaved: he that believeth not ſhall be damned.“ 
«© Whoſoever believeth ſhall not periſh, but have 
« everlaſting life.? But as ſome believe in vain, 
therefore, as deſcriptive of, and for the encourage- 
ment of the ſubjects of a true goſpel faith, the pro- 
miſes are again made to faith, as influencing the 
mind: © He that cometh unto me I will in no wiſe 
“ caſt out:“ *—© He is able to ſave to the utter- 


© moſt, all that come unto God by him:“ — 


* Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
„ laden, and I will give you reſt.” * Thoſe who 
have, under a ſenſe of danger, fled to Chriſt for 
ſafety, are declared to be the heirs of promiſe : — 
* Wherein God, willing more abundantly to ſhew 
* unto the heirs of promiſe the immutability of his 
« counſel, confirmed it by an oath: that by two 
„ immutable things, in which it was impoſſible 
« for God to lie, we might have a ſtrong conſola- 
<« tion, who have fled for refuge to lay, hold upon 
e the hope ſet before us,” Heb. vi. 17, 18. Faith 
is likewiſe expreſſed, by thinking upon the name of 


the Lord — © And a book of remembrance was 


«. written for them that feared the Lord, and that 
* thought upon his name: and they ſhall be mine, 
faith the Lord of hoſts, in that day when I make 
e up my jewels,” Mal. iii. 16, 17. Once Deer 
| | alt 
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Faith is the ſuperlative excellency of divine things; 
inflames the will with vigorous reſolution to poſ- 
ſeſs them: hence the believer pleads like Moſes, 
and wreſtles like Jacob, ſaying, I will not let thee 
1 go, except thou bleſs me.” Though he ſlay 
« me, yet will I truſt in him.” * The will, when 
thus ſtired up to a degree of holy violence, ac- 
counts nothing too dangerous to endure, or too dear 
to part with, in order to win Chriſt. Faith dif- 
fuſes peace through the conſcience , © being juſti- 
&« fied by faith, we have peace with God:“ which 
leads me to the laſt thing under this particular. 

3. Faith is a perſuaſion, ariſing from ſcriptural 
evidence, that the bleſſings of the goſpel are a per- 
ſon's own. Salvation is promiſed to faith in the 
former ſenſe, but conſolation cannot abound where 
this perſuaſion is wanting. This is a privilege every 
believer ſhould preſs after the enjoyment K The 
apoſtles could ſay, we © believe, that through the 
grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſav- 
« e d.“ That their names were written in heaven, 
afforded greater joy than having the devils brought 
into ſubjection to them. Paul believed, that 
„ when abſent from the body, he ſhould be pre- 
“ ſent with the Lord:”* That © there was laid 
up for him a crown of righteouſneſs,” * Job 
ſaid, I know that my Redeemer liveth :” * and, 
ſays Paul, „he loved me, and gave himſelf for 
*« me.” This was not the alone privilege of in- 
ſpired men of God, but the church, under the old 
teſtament, claims an intereſt in Chriſt, ſaying, © I 
am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine.“ 
And the apoſtle, writing to the church, ſays, 
« Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of 
God. For our goſpel came not unto you in 
„ word only, but alſo in power, and in the Holy 
“ Ghoſt,and in much aſſurance,” 1 Theſ. i. 4, 5. 1 
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am, however, far from thinking, that every per- 
ſon poſſeſſed of the faith of God's elect, is ſo fa- 
voured; for, though every true belie ver. is poſſeſſed 
of that which is in its nature an evidence of an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, they may not always clearly diſcern 
it. Though true faith includes approbation, it is 
not always accompanied with appropriation: for 
temptations and corruptions may ſo agitate and be- 
cloud the mind, as to bring the ſoul into a ſtate of 
uncomfortable ſuſpence. And it is ſomewhat re- 
markable, that in two inſtances, where Jeſus com- 
mended the faith of his humble ſuppliants, ſaying 
of the one, I have not found ſo great faith, no 
« not in Iſrael:“ and to the other, O woman, 
great is thy faith.“ Aſſurance does not appear 
in either of them, previous to their requeſt being 
granted. And it is certain, that after David had 

a full perſuaſion, founded upon a ſpecial meſſage 
from God to him, by the prophet Samuel, that he 
ſhould ſucceed Saul as king of Iirael, yet after- 
wards, in a trying ſeaſon, and a gloomy frame, con- 
cluded he ſhould die before him, yea, fall a victim 
to his impious reſentment, ſaying, © I ſhall one day 
% die by the hand of Saul.”* And Abraham, 
though he received the promiſe of a ſon, in which 
promiſe the Meſſiah was included, yet afterwards 
repeatedly doubted of its accompliſhment, fearing 
he ſhould be ſlain on his wife's account: though, 
in the main, he was * ſtrong in faith, giving glory 
„ to God.” Doubting, is indeed oppoſite to be- 
lieving; but theſe are not the only contrarieties 
dwelling in, and attending the children of God. 
It becomes us to take care we condemn not that 
faith which does not amount to full aſſurance, nor 
commend that aſſurance, which has not a ſcriptu- 
ral ſupport. Remember, confidence 1s no evidence, 
Some are very poſitive they are intereſted in Chriſt, 


becauſe of the pleaſure attending the perſuaſion, 
But 
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But it ought to be conſidered upon what the per- 
ſuaſion was firſt founded, or from whence the fa- 
vourable concluſion was drawn. A man may be 
plealcd with the hopes of happineſs, and be a 
ſtranger to true holineſs. Herod heard John with 
gladneſs, for joy can grow without much depth of 
_ earth, as in the ſtony-grovind hearers : but © when 
e the ſun aroſe, it withered away.“! Trials and 
temptations may ſhake the real chriſtian, but can- 
not overthrow his faith, being rooted and grounded 
in the truth; but the towering, top-heavy hopes and 
ſpreading pleaſures of the preſumptuous, will fall 
before the blaſt of the terrible ones. The ſuper- 
ficial profeſſor may be concerned principally to 
keep up in his mind a perſuaſion of his enjoyment 
of future happineſs, though his title be only found- 
ed on his preſumptuous pretenſion : but the real 
ſaint, poſſeſſing an honeſt and good heart, diſco- 
vereth his ſpiritual uprightneſs, in deſiring to know 
his title, before he makes his claim. The chri- 
ſtian's right, as ratified in the court of heaven, is 
one thing; and the evidence of that right, as ap- 
pearing to his own underſtanding and conſcience, 
is another. The former 1s fixed, the latter is va- 
riable. In order to have a ſteady well grounded 
perſuaſion, that we are partakers of Chriſt, we 
ſhould be cautious of doing violence to reaſon and 


ſcripture, by endeavouring to perſuade ourſelves, 


that to doubt of our ſafety is dangerous unbelief. 
Some ſeem to think that true faith conſiſteth in a 
firm perſuaſion of future happineſs : but how ab- 
ſurd is it to ſuppoſe a man mult be right, if he can 
but perſuade himſelf he is not wrong. The Jews 
were confident they were the children of God, but 
Jeſus roundly told them, © Ye are of your father 
„the devil, and his works ye will do.” * As the 
goſpel deſcribes the perſons to whom the promiſes 
are made, whoſoever finds, on due examination, 
that he is included in thoſe deſcriptions, he has 

(and 
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and not elſe) a ſcriptural evidence, that God in- 
tends to confer the promiſed bleſſings on him in 
particular. For ** faithful is he that hath promiſed, 
* who alfo will do it.“ But ſome of God's chil- 
dren ſeem to examine themſelves by the ſtandard 
of God's righteous law, the perfect rule of com- 
plete obedience, in order to determine their right 
to goſpel good, and their coming ſo far ſhort of the 
ſtandard of perfection, fills their ſouls with deep 
dejection, and flaviſh fear: but an eſtimation of a 
chriſtian, 1s rather to be taken from what he would 
be, than from what he is; © for to will (ſays Paul) 
« is preſent with me, but how to perform that 
* which is good I find not.” Let us, my friends, 
repair to the goſpel ſtandard, if we would know 
whether we are intereſted in its ſpecial benefits. 
But as I have, under the firſt head, endeavoured to 

give a brief deſcription of a ſaint, I would not en- 
large; only obſerve, that to believe without evi- 
dence, is wild enthuſiaſm ; and to oppoſe ſcripture 
evidence, is the eſſence of deiſm. Thus it appears, 
that by patience and faith, a chriſtian is brought 
into an acquaintance with the great end God has in 
view, and an acquieſcence in the methods and 
means he has thought proper to proceed in and ap- 
point, in order to its accompliſhment ; which end 
is his own glory, in every character and capacity, 
as connected with the eternal ſalvation of his peo- 
ple. Having thus endeavoured to explain the na- 
ture of patience and faith, I now proceed to ſhew, 


III. When or by what theſe graces are rendered 
ſo conſpicuous, as that it may be ſaid, Here 
eis the patience and the faith of the ſaints.” 


1. Patience and faith are frequently diſcovered, 
when God withdraws his comfortable preſence. 
The Lord has frequently hid his face from thoſe 
he loved; ſometimes in a way of ſovereignty, but 
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more frequently in conſequence of their remiſneſs 
in duty, or unguarded conduct. Whatever be the 
cauſe, it is a fact, that the Lord concealeth himſelf 
from the ſaints. David thought once his moun- 
tain ſtood ſo ſtrong, he ſhould never be moved; 
but the Lord hid his face, and he was troubled.“ 
It was the united complaint of the ſaints, My 
“ beloved has withdrawn himſelf, and is gone: 
* my ſoul failed when he ſpake : I ſought him, but 
«* I could not find him; I called him, but he gave 
„ me no an{wer.”” When I cry and ſhout, he 
«* ſhutteth out my prayer. Thou haſt covered thy- 
« ſelf with a cloud, that our prayer ſhould not 
« pals through.” * Zion ſaid, © The Lord hath 
„ torſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me.” ? 
One ſayeth, ** O that I knew where I might find 
„ him;”* and another, How long, Lord, wilt 
thou hide thyſelf, for ever? Lord, where are 
thy former loving kindneſſes ??* Will he be 
% fayourable no more? Is his mercy clean gone 
* for ever? Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? 
« Hath he in anger ſhut up his tender mercies?“ 
Pſal. Ixxvii. And a third interrogates the Lord 
thus: “ Where is thy zeal and thy ſtrength, the 
* ſounding of thy bowels, and of thy mercies to- 
e wards me? are they reſtrained ?” Ja. Ixiii. 15. 
Theſe, and ſuch like, are the genuine lamentations 
of deſerted ſaints, which ſhew how dear to them 
is the preſence of their God : for when he 1s de- 
parted, they niourn in their complaint, and make 
a noiſe,” (P/al. lv. 2.) becauſe © he that ſhould 
comfort their ſoul, is far away,” Lam. i. 16. 

In ſuch a mournful ſituation, patience and faith 
are diſcovered ; for while thoſe who take up a pro- 
feſſion of religion on account of the preſent plea- 
ſure attending it, draw back, when they find them- 
ſelves diſappointed, ſaying, © Why ſhould we 
wait for the Lord any longer?“ The children 
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of God are enabled to adhere to religion: They 
lament after the Lord; they ſeek Jeſus ſorrowing; 
are reſolved to © wait upon the Lord that hiderh 
his face from the houſe of Jacob, and look for 
* him, Iſa. vin. 17.” Zion ſaid, I will ariſe now, 
© and go about the city in the ſtreets, and in the 
* broad ways. I will ſeek him whom my ſoul lov- 
<« eth, Song iii. 2.” When the ſaints are ſenfible 
God is withdrawn, their ſouls follow hard after him, 
beſeeching him to return again; to lift upon then 
the light of his countenance, and reſtore to them 
the joys of his ſalvation . They reflect on them- 
ſelves, are ſorry for their fins, and acknowledge 
the Lord 1s righteous, but to them belong ſhame, 
and confuſion of face: yet they believe © the Lord 
* will turn again, he will have - compaſſion upon 
them, he will ſubdue their iniquities, and caſt all 
„their ſins into the depth of the ſea, Mich. vii. 
* 19.” That © though he cauſe grief, yet will he 
« have compaſſion.” * + He will not always chide, 
neither will he keep his anger for ever.” That 
he © has not dealt with them after their ſins, nor 
© rewarded them according to their iniquities, Pl. 
*. ci. 9, 10. Patience waits for God, and faith 
is perſuaded it will not be in vain. © Will he plead 
* againſt me with his great power? No, he will put 
« ſtrength in me.” © Behold I go forward (in the 
* path of duty) but he is not there, and backward 
* (to- paſt experiences) but I cannot perceive him: 
“ on the left hand where he doth work, (compar- 
« ing my condition with thoſe who mourn under 
<« ſpiritual-convictions) but I cannot behold him: 
« He hideth himſelf on the right hand, that I can- 
* not ſee him, (to my ſous comfort, even among 
* thoſe who rejoice in the Lord, and are glad in 
„ the God of their ſalvation.) But, ſays faith, 
« he knoweth the way that take ; when he hath 
« tried me I ſhall come forth as gold,” Job xxiii. 
«© 6-10, He will © bring me forth to the light, 

and 
* Pſal li, 12. Lam. ili. 32. 
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4 and 1 ſhall behold his righteouſneſs.” * There- 
fore, © why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul, why 
&« art thou diſquieted in me; hope thou in God, 
« for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the health of 
4 my countenance, and my God.“ O my God, 
*© my ſoul is caſt down within me:“ But © when 
« men are caſt down, then thou ſhalt ſay, there is 
„ lifring up; and he ſhall fave the humble per- 
% ſon,” Job xxii. 29. © For the Lord will not caſt 
« off his people, neither will he (utterly) forſake 
e his inheritance,” Pſal. xciv. 14. It is good 
<« therefore for a man to hope and quietly wait for 
« the ſalvation of God.“ David was in a hor- 
rible pit, but not in a hepeleſs condition. He 
<« waited patiently for the Lord; and he inclined 
« unto him, and heard his cry. He brought him 
« up alſo out of an horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, and ſet his feet upon a rock, and eſtabliſh- 
<« ed his goings. —Put a new ſong in his mouth, 
even praiſe to our God.“ O diſconſolate ſoul, 
wait thou only on the Lord! © Reſt in the Lord, 
and wait patiently far him.” © Be of good 
* courage, and he will ſtrengthen thine heart: 
wait, I ſay, on the Lord,” P/al. xxvii. 14. For 
ee the viſion is yet for an appointed time, but at 
the end it ſhall ſpeak, and not lie: though it tar- 
« ry, wait for it; | becauſe it will ſurely come, it 
vill not tarry,” Hab. ii. 3. God's delays are no 
denials. The woman of Canaan, who pleaded for 
the crumbs which fell from his plentiful table, had 
her requeſt granted, her faith commended, and a 
gracious welcome to whatever ſhe pleaſed of his 
royal bounty, although for ſome time he anſwered 
her not a word, Matt. v. And therefore will 
the Lord wait that he may be gracious unto you, 
„and therefore will he he exalted that he may 
have mercy upon you: for the Lord is a God 
of judgment, Bleſſed are all they that wait for 
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Mic. vii. 9. »y Pſal. xlii. 5, 11. Lam. iii. 26, * Pfal, 
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him,“ Iſa. xxx. 18. For © bere is the patience 


© and the faith of the ſaints.” - 

2. Theſe graces are rendered conſpicuous, in 
enduring temptations. There are various kinds of 
temptations, which the ſaints are expoſed to, while 
paſſing through this vale of tears. The children 
of God are ſubject to temptations from ſatan, in 
whom craft and cruelty are united; who is there- 
fore called, That old ſerpent;“ and © a roar- 


ing hon,” * A ſerpent to deceive, and a lion to 


territy and devour. His enmity againſt God is 
ſuch, that he hates the divine image wherever it is. 
He is a particular enemy to thoſe, whom he ap- 


prehends are in friendſhyp with God: and propor- 


tionable to their zeal for real religion, will the de- 
vil diſcover his rage, or uſe his — policy, 
to inſnare them: therefore every chriſtian is ear- 
neſtly exhorted to be upon his guard: Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation,” was 
the kind admonition of Jeſus, who himſelf had 


been repeatedly attacked by thole infernal powers. . | 
Peter, who after his recovery from the wounds he 


had received from that malicious enemy, was or- 
dered to © ſtrengthen his brethren:“ accordingly, 
in his firſt general epiſtle to the children of God 


ſcattered abroad, he exhorted the elders, who were 


amongſt them, in a particular manner, to © be 
„ ſober and vigilant; becauſe (ſaid he) your ad- 


« vyerfary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh a- 


* bout, ſeeking whom he may devour :” and ad- 
viſeth, when attacked, to oppoſe him with faith 


and patience—* Whom reſiſt, ſtedfaſt in the faith, 


© knowing that the ſame afflictions are accompliſh- 


ed in your brethren that are in the world, 1 Pet. 


v. 8, 9. Peter knew, to his ſorrow, what ſore 
temptations were. The devil throws many a fiery 
dart at the believer, to kindle his pride, inflame his 


. corruptions, or wound and torment his conſcience. 


Faith is a ſhield to intercept and quench them, 
| which 


b Rev. xli. 9. 1 Pet. v. 8. 


BF 
which the chriftian is exhorted above all things to 
make uſe of, in his conteſt with thoſe principali- 
ties and powers, who unite in oppoſing his paſſage 
home to the celeſtial country. | 

Though the Lord only knows the heart, it is his 
peculiar prerogative ; yet ſatan, being a ſpirit, and 
long experienced in his miſchievous employ, has 
greater knowledge of the inward diſpoſition and 
trame of our minds, than we are commonly aware 
of ; and thereby is capable of varying his tempta- 
tions with the greateſt probability of ſucceſs. We 
ought always to be upon our guard, leſt ſatan ſhould 
gain an advantage of us; © for we are not (quite) 


ignorant of his devices.” * To thoſe who are in 


low circumſtances in life, and are affected and dif- 
couraged at it, perhaps he may ſuggeſt methods 
for relief, If ſo, oppoſe him with the ſword of the 
Spirit, and the ſhield of faith. The believer will 
ſay, Get thee behind me ſatan; man liveth not 
by bread alone.” Happineſs lies in the mind; 
a good conſcience is a continual feaſt: Godli- 
* nels, with contentment, is great gain.” © He 
« hath ſaid, I will never leave thee nar forſake 
„ thee.” Thy bread ſhall be given, and thy 
« water ſhall be ſure.” As he has given himſelf, 


and his Son ſettled upon me a kingdom and a 
crown, ſurely he will not with-hold from me what 


of thoſe inter *- things he ſees is good for me. 
Shall he not, with Chriſt, “ freely give me all 
* things.”* Thoſe who are now feaſting above, 
were ſome of them deſtitute while here below : 
Jefus himſelf was poor while here, having no where 
to lay his head; though the earth was his, and 
the fulneſs thereof. Beſides, I have ſaid to the 
„Lord, thou ſhalt chuſe my inheritance for me.” ® 
Nay, the Lord is my portion, faith my ſoul; 
therefore will I hope in him.“ Hitherto he 
hath helped, and he hath ſaid, * I will not fail 

n F a « thee.” 


« 3 Cor. ii. 11. Rom. viii. 32. f Matt. viii. 20. 
> Pal, xlyii. 4. + Lam. iii. 24. 
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„ thee.” He can either abate the cravings of na- 
ture, or increaſe the nouriſhing influence of what 
I receive. Moreover, ſaith patience, it is but a 
little while, and penury ſhall be changed to plenty, 
and rags for robes. Remember the end of Laza- 
rus and the rich man, at whoſe gates he lay : of the 
former it was ſaid. Now he is comforted ;” while 
the other lift up his eyes in hell, being in torment, * 
Therefore, though all the ſtreams of natural ſupply 
ſhould fail, yer will I rejoice in the Lord, I will 


joy in the God of my ſalvation.” A little of the 


creature will go far, when much of the Creator 1s 
enjoyed. I therefore will not leave the path of 
duty, nor uſe ſinful methods to gain a ſupport. 
Satan ſometimes ſuggeſteth to the troubled chri- 


ſtian, that the goſpel gives no encouragement to 
ſuch a ſinful creature to hope for ſalvation: but faith 


repels the temptation, by enabling the ſoul to rea- 
ſon thus: Who can tell? * The blood of Jeſus 
« Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from «ll fin.”* It 


has infinite efficacy; and who then can ſay how 


great that is? As to my right to come, it is found- 
ed on his kind invitations and gracious declarations, 
in favour of the wretched and undone. Beſides, 
Chriſt's painful work, as a Saviour, is over; he has, 
at the expence of life, gone through the work: he 
has atoned for fin, endured the croſs, and bore the 
curſe, Would he ſweat drops of . blood, and go 
through a ſcene of heart-rending ſorrows, in order 
to fave ſinners, and, after all, be reluctant to re- 
ceive thoſe who come to him for ſalvation ? No, 
ſooner may we ſuppoſe the huſband-man, after he 
has expended much, and laboured hard for a crop, 
will refuſe admittance to the ſheaves when brought 
home to his barn. However, ſince many have gone 
to his throne as miſerable, and have obtained mer- 
cy; and none ſuch were ever rejected: and that the 
Lord is gracious, thoſe who have found him fo, 
have, by his direction, invited others to“ come 

| „ and 


* Luke xvii 23. Hab. iii, 17. * John i. 7. 


. 
e and fee,” Therefore faith the ſoul; I will net 
regard any contrary ſuggeſtions, but go accordingto 
the invitation, © To the throne of grace, to obtain 
„ mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.“ 
Satan reſiſts and withſtands the believer, in his ap- 
proaches to God, on the account of. his filthy gar- 
ments, Zech. iii. but faith repels the temptation, by 
a clole adherence to the Lord our Righttouſneſs. 
The kind reception of the returning prodigal, when 
he came in rags to his father's houſe, is encouraging 
to patience and faith. He was not upbraided, but 
embraced by his father, who ſaid to his ſervants, 
«* Bring forth the beſt robe, and put it on him; 
and puta ring on his hand, and ſhoes on his feet. 
And bring hither the fatred calf, and kill it: 
* and let us eat, and be merry. For this my ſon 
« was dead, and is alive again; he was loſt, and is 
found,“ Lake xv. 20-24. When Joſhua ftood 
before the Lord, clothed with filthy garments, ſatan 
ſtood at his right-hand to reſiſt him: but the Lord 
eſpouſed the high-prieſt's cauſe, rebuked the ad- 


verſary, and graciouſly removed the ground of the 


objections, artfully brought againſt that ſorrowtul 
ſervant of the moſt High God. The compaſſionate 
King of ſaints, before whom Joſhua preſented him- 
ſelf, ſpake in his favour to his miniſters in waiting, 
that ſtood before him, ſaying, * Take away the 
filthy garments from him. And unto him he 
“ ſaid, Behold, I have cauſed thine iniquity to pats 
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of 
„ raiment,” Zech. iii. 1—4. From ſuch conſider- 
ations, faith is emboldened and reſolved, in ſpite of 
ſatan, to go, .as Eſther did to make her fupplica- 
tion to the king, while paticnce waits at the door 
of mercy for a gracious anſwer. Thus, © when 
the enemy ſhall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
* of the Lord ſhall lift up a ſtandard againſt him.“ 
Faith reads the encouraging motto: “ My grace 
sis ſufficient for thee: for my ſtrength is made 
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perfect in weakneſs.” God, who will ſpeak 
peace to his people and to his ſaints, cauſeth pro- 


clamation to be made in favour of the tempred be- 


lever: Fear not; for I am with thee; be not 


« diſmayed; for I am thy God: I will help thee.” 3 
As thy day is, ſo ſhall thy ſtrength be.”* And 
„ the God of peace ſhall bruiſe ſatan under your 
feet ſhortly.” * This joyful ſound, makes pen- 
five patience ſmile, and faith with triumph ſing, 
Me are more than conquerors, through him that 
4 Joved us.“ 

| Whoever are really poſſeſſed of that faith, which 
is of the operation of God, have omnipotency em- 
ployed in their favour, and are kept by almighty 
power, © through faith, unto ſalvation.” * Chriſt 
is the author, object, and finiſher of his church's 
faith : therefore, his honour is engaged to ſup- 
port her, as the rock of ſalvation, in oppoſition to 


the gates of hell. But, remember, it is vital eon- 


nection with Chriſt, and not a meer profeſſion of 
him, from whence eternal fafety is infered. Thoſe 
will ſurely meet with a fatal overthrow, who pro- 
feſs religion without an upright intention. It is 
one of ſatan's grand devices, to urge men to a chri- 
ſtian profeſſion, whoſe hearts are in a ſecret league 


with ſin; not only thereby to augment their miſery, 


but to uſe them as inſtruments to bring reproach 
upon the ways of God; as he did Ananias and his 
wife Sapphira, whoſe hearts he filled with falſhood, 
and tempted them to lie unto God. Being ambi- 


tious of honour, they pretended to devote all _w 
had to the ſervice of God: but, through covetouſ- 


neſs, artfully reſerved a part, Ads v. For the like 


purpoſes, the devil put it into the heart of Judas 


to betray his Maſter, by ſtirring up his covetous 


diſpoſition. And when horror ſeized the traitor's 
ſoul, and vengeance flaſhed like lightening from 


the cloud of guilt, the poor wretch, by helliſh in- 
* It fluence, 


P 2 Cor. xii. 9. 2 Iſa. xli. 10. Deut. xxxiii. 25. Rom. 
xvl, 20. * Rom. viii. 37. * 1 Pet. i. 5, = Heb. xii. 9. 
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uence, was hurried on to meet deſtruction, in a 
way that might reproach the name of Chriſt, and 
deeply wound his cauſe. Satan, on the other hand, 
will diſcourage the humble ſoul, that loves the 
Lord, and really * for the ſalvation of God. 


If a man hates fin, ſees the beauty of holineſs, 
loathes himſelf, and loves the ſaints, the devil will 
endeavour to keep ſuch a perſon from following 
Chriſt in a full 2 of religion, by working 
upon his fears, leſt he ſhould fall, to the diſhonour 
of God, and the grief of his people. But the real 
reaſon is, ſatan knows that an humble ſoul, ſenſible 
of his weakneſs and want, is the moſt likely to 
bring the greateſt honour to God and religion 
therefore labours hard to keep them back from en- 
gaging in it. Thoſe who feel they can do nothing 
without Chriſt, but go up leaning upon the Be- 
loved, are the champions the devil dreads : there- 
fore Paul ſaid, ** When I am weak, then am I 
«*« ſtrong.” Strong in the Lord, and in the pow- 
er of his might.” I would ſay to ſuch, Come 
in, ye bleſſed of the Lord ; why tarry ye without ? 
Come up © to the help of the Lord, to the help of 
the Lord againſt the mighty.” Be not diſcouraged 
becauſe of the caſe of Judas. It is evident, he ne- 
ver was a true believer, was never drawn with love 
to Chrilt, but followed him for ſiniſter purpoſes. 
For Jeſus ſaid, ©& Ye are clean, but not all. For 
* he knew who ſhould betray him: therefore he 
„ ſaid, Ye are not all clean,” Jobn xiii. 10, 11. So 
in Jobn v#whea treating of the nature of true faith, 
as a coming to him, and my upon him as the 
bread of life, he ſaid to his diſciples, © But there 
are ſome of you that believe not. For Jeſus 
knew from the beginning who they were that 
„ belived not, and who ſhould betray him. And 
he ſaid, Therefore ſaid I unto you, that no man 
can come unto me except it were given unto 
him of my Father,” ver. 64, 65. 
There 


y Judg. v. 23. 
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© There is, however, great reaſon to watch againſt 
that grand adyerſary, and to pray that we enter not 
into temptation. Remember David's groans, and 
Peter's tears, the effects of wounds they received 


from that infernal foe. Satan, in that hour and 


er of darkneſs, aimed at the diſciples of Chriſt 
in general; and Peter, againſt whom he had a par- 
ticular antipathy, was brought low indeed. The 
Lord his, in Peter, given us a ſtriking proof of 
human weakneſs, and of the prevalency of his own 
interceſſion in favour of that faith, which is wrought 
in God. I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
« fail not.“ Peter having a comfartable ſeaſon 
with Chrift at his table, ſatan watched his oppor- 
tunity, and puffed up his pride, to a degree of vain 
confidence, and ſelf- importance: he therefore de- 
cared, in contradiction to his Lord, that “he was 
00 — to go with him to priſon, and to death.“ 
Inſtead of deſiring ſupport under the trial he was 
forewarned of, he replyed, That if all men were 


offended with him, he would not. That he would 


die with him, before he would deny him; “ and 
« ſo ſaid all the diſciples.” * But, alas ! © they all 
* forſobk him, and fled,” and Peter's courage re- 
markably ſunk. He who that evening thought 
himſelf ready for death,” and able to encounter the 
moſt-formidable foe, in behalf of his Maſter—be- 


hold! before the cock crew, he trembles before a 


filly ſervant girl, and, through fear of ſuffering, 
denied, with horrid imprecations, that he knew the 
man. But though, as is ſaid of Gad, a troop 
« ſhall overcome him, yet he ſhall overcome at the 
« Jaſt.”> When ſatan was ready to ſhout, Vic- 
tory | victory! Jeſus, who knew what paſſed, 
turned to Peter, with a compaſſionate, ſignificant 
look: his heart immediately melted with Jove to 
his Lord, and godly contrition for what he had 
done: he retired to give vent to his ſorrow ; 
vent out, and wept bitterly.” Probably Peter 

now 
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now thought he ſhould be diſmiſſed from his Maſ- 
ter's ſervice, and no more be owned as a diſciple; 
by which name the foHowers of Chriſt were di- 
ſtinguiſhed: yet, when Jeſus left the tomb, he ſta- 
tioned a celeſtial ſervant to give intelligence where 
he might be met with by his diſconſolate friends, 
and left it in charge with the angel, to ſend an in- 
vitation to Peter by name. Accordingly, Mark 
informs us, when the women went to vilit the ſe- 

ulchre; and ſaw the angel, they were afraid: but 
he ſaid unto them, © Be not affrighted. Ye ſeek 
<« Telus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is 
e riſen ;- he is not here: behold the place where 
they laid him. But go your way, tell his diſ- 
« ciples and Peter, that he goeth before you into 
„ Galilee: there ſhall you ſee him, as he ſaid unto 
« you,” Mark xvi. 5—7. The diſciples being re- 
peatedly viſited of their Lord, their faith was con- 
firmed; and, patiently enduring the infults'of the 
people, they returned to their work with redoubled 
ardour, boldly defending the cauſe of their cruci- 
fied Saviour, in oppoſition to hell and eatth. And 
Peter in particular, having comfortable manifeſta- 
tions of his Redeemer's pardoning love, and re- 
ceiving a renewed commiſſion to preach the goſpel, 
he goes forth in the ſtrength of the Lord God, pa- 
tiently bearing the reflections, which, no doubt, 
were caſt upon him for his late condu@; and with 
heroic faith, as if determined to be revenged of the 
devil, he draws the ſword of the Spirit, and boldly 
attacks a holt of deſperate ſinners, who had re- 
paired to ſatan's bloody banner, and, under his in- 
fluence, had crucified the Lord of glory and be- 
hold ! in fpite of diabolical power and policy, he 
charged their conſciences (at which he particularly 
aimed) with ſuch ſucceſs and energy, that about 
thret thouſand ſouls were deeply wounded, though 
harneſſed with prejudice, and armed with enmity: 
being all made priſoners, their doleful cry now was, 
What ſhall we do?“ Peter having enlarged ex- 
n G perience 
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perience of the Redeemer's clemency, and a ſtrong- 
er faith than ever in his ability and readineſs to 


bind up broken hearts, and heal wounded ſpirits, 


he directed them to the compaſſionate Saviour, and 
encouraged. them, by the precious promiſes, to 
hope and patiently wait for the comforts of the 
Holy. Ghoſt. They received the word gladly, and 
readily ſubmitting to the Redeemer's authority, 
* they continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles doc- 
« trine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, 
« and in prayers.” Ads 11; Thus, when theſe 
graces break through the ſable cloud of ſore temp- 
tations, by which they are for a time concealed, 
and ſhine forth with additional luſtre, it may be 
ſaid, with an air of ſurpriſe and pleafure, ** Here 
« is the patience and the faith of the ſaints!” A- 
in, . | 
3. The patience and faith of the ſaints are fre- 
quently. rendered conſpicuous, by their ſteady con- 
icientious attachment to truth, in times of per- 
ſecution. | tele eb 
The cauſe of God is, to real believers, precious 
and honourable. The goſpel 1s their crown, which 
they are called to contend for, and hold faſt. The 
goſpel contains what Jehovah 1s graciouſly to us, 
what he hath done for us, and what he deſigns to 
confer upon us, if we are real ſaints. The above 
is doctrinal religion. Practical religion, is au at- 
tendance to what God requires of us as creatures 
and chriſtians, for his honour, and the good of our 
fellow mortals. The former reveals the method of 
our acceptance with God; and the latter, the man- 
ner of our attendance on him. Thele are inſepar- 
ably connected, as the end and the means; and ex- 
perimental religion is a proper acquaintance with. 
the nature and tendency of both, or a being under 
their proper influence. True chriſtians are con- 
cerned for religion in both ſenſes, as far as both are 
connected in one. Carnal men are perpetually for 
dividing what God has united, — 
oc- 
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trinal religion, and abſurdly plead for activity with- 
out life. Antinomians deſpiſe practical godlineſs, 
and as abſurdly plead for life without activity. 
Hence it is, that if any man © will live godly in 
«« Chriſt Jeſus, he muſt ſuffer perſecution,” of which 
there are different forms and degrees. Sometimes 
chriſtians are called to endure defamation, or to 
paſs through evil report : hence it was obſerved in 
the apoſtles days, As for this ſect, we know that 
eit is every where ſpoken againſt,” Ads xxviii. 22. 
And of the prophet Jerenuah, © Report, ſay they, 
and we will report it,“ Fer. xx. 10. David com- 
plains, * They laid to my charge things which I 
« knew not of.” * Though the people of God are 
the quiet of the land, yet have they frequently been 
charged as the diſturbers of public tranquility. 
The tyrant Ahab could ſay to the peaceahle pro- 
phet, Art thou he which troubleth Iſrael?” * 
And the church, when in Babylon, nearly eſcaped 
deſtruction under Haman's haughty adminiſtration, 
being accuſed by him as diſloyal ſubjects, perni- 
cious to the realm, and not fit to live. Yea, Chriſt 
himſelf was treated as Cæſar's enemy, though he 
had given full proot he came not to diſturb the re- 
poſe of princes, his kingdom not being of this 
world. © He was ridiculed in all his offices, and 
charged with almoſt every enormity in conduct; 
called a deceiver, a drunkard, a mad-man; yea, 
a devil.“ Knowing what treatment his followers 
ſhould meet with, he hath, for their encourage- 
ment ſaid, © Bleſfed are ye when men ſhall revile 
„you, and perfecute you, and ſhall jay all manner 
« of evil againſt you falfcly for my lake. Rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward 
« in heaven: for fo perſecuted they the prophets 
* which were before you,” Matt. v. 11, 12. 
Marvel not if the world hate you; it hated me 
before it hated you. If you were of the world, 
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6 the world would love his own : but becaufe ye 
« are not of the world, therefore the world hateth 
% you,” John xv. 18, 19. For the ſupport of the 
ſaints in Iſaiah's time, the Lord ſeat a meſſage to 
his people, ſaying, © Hearken unto me, ye that 
« know righteouſneſs, the people in whole heart 
« is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, 
e neither be ye afraid of their revilings,” Iſa. Ji. 7. 
„J have heard the reproach of Moab, and the 
« revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby 
„they have reviled my people, and magnified 
e themſelves againſt their border. Therefore, as 
&« T live, faith the Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, 
« Surely Moab ſhall be as Sodom, and the children 
*« of Ammon as Gomorrah. This ſhall they have 
“for their pride, becauſe they have reproached and 
* magnified themſelves againſt the people of the 
% Lord of hoſts,” Zepb. ii. 8s 10. They mocked 
the meſſengers of God,” 2 Chr. xxxvi. 16. Thus 
had they of old, as well as now, trials of cruel 
% mockings, as Jeremiah ſaid, I am in deriſion 
daily, every one mocketh me.” Nay, ſaid he, 
e the word of the Lord was made a reproach un- 
« to me and a deriſion daily,” Jer. xx. 7, 8. The 
Lord's ſabbatlis, and his ſolemn aſſemblies, and all 
his ſacred appointments, are the ſubjects of reproach, 
which is a burden to his people, and as a ſword in 
their bones. The children of God have, for the 
ſake of religion, ſuffered the loſs of all things: 
their goods have been confiscated, their perſons 
dragged from their families and friends to loath- 
ſome priſons, tormenting tortures, and cruel deaths. 
It is very obſervable, that the oppoſition made to 
Chriſt and the apoſtles, was principally from or thro? 
the inſtigation of thoſe who were devout in their 
way, and zealous for the common religion of the 
times; their zeal for the traditions and doctrines 
of men, made them exceeding mad againſt the 
church of God, as Paul acknowledges was the 
caſe with him before his converſion: And the Nen 
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ſpirit was equally diſcovered by perſons under a 
zealous proteſſion of religion in oppoſition to the 
goſpel of Chrift, not only in that day, but more or 
leſs, in every age of the church. Whenever Chriſt 
takes to himſelf his great power, and reigns, the 
nations are angry. And thoſe under a religious 
—— have influenced with life and ſpirit the 
egitiative power, that it ſhould both ſpeak and 
caule, that as many as would not worſhip-the-image 
oi the beaſt, ſhould he killed ; and all, both ſmall 
and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive: 
a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 
and chat no man might buy or ſell, ſave he that 
had the mark, or the name of the beaſt, or the 
number of his name, as in the context, ver. 13, 16, 
17. Under ſuch trials as theſe, the ſaints are called 
to patience and faith, which has been diſcovered 
by their peaceable and inoffenſive deportment, 
joined with a firm adherence to the cauſe of God, 
notwichſtanding the flatteries and frowns of men. 
* Leſt they be weary and faint in their minds, 
* they conſider the High-prieſt of their profeſſion, 
* who when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
„ when he ſuffered, he threatened not, but com- 
* mitted himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly,” 
1 Pet. 11. 23- They are enabled to be, even to 
their adycriaries, “ pitiful, courteous, not render- 
ing evil for evil, or railing for railing, but con- 
** trarjwiſe bleſſing : knowing by faith, that they 
* are thereunto called that they ſhould inherit a 
*© bleſſing.” They even love their enemies, and 
bleſs thoſe who curſe them, and do good to thoſe 
who deſpitefully uſe them. They have taken © joy- 
** fully the ſpoiling of their goods, knowing that in 
* heaven they have a more enduring ſubſtance: *” 
and have “ rejoiced that they were counted wor- 
** thy to ſuffer ſhame for the ſake of Chriſt.“ In 
Priſon they have had much calmneſs and comfort; 
prayer and praiſe were the midnight aa - 
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Paul and his companions, though ſhut up in the 
inner priſon, their feet taſt in the ſtocks, and in a- 
cute pain, ariſing ffom the wounds they received 
the day before:* when neither pain nor impriſon- 
ment, defamation nor death, in the moſt dreadful 
forms, can deſtroy internal tranquility, nor deter 
them from a firm-adherence to truth. Not loving 
their lives unto the death, nor acceptingdeliverance, 
that they may finiſh their courſe with joy, and ob- 
tain a better reſurrection: having prayed for their 
enemies, and encouraged their friends, after the ex- 
ample of Jeſus, and committed their ſouls, with 
calmneſs, to God, with compaſſion in their hearts, 
and glory in their eye, who then of the godly can 
help ſaying with pleaſure, © Here is the patience 
et and the faith of the ſaints.” 
4. Theſe graces are diſcovered in times of 
rievous declenſion from the truth and ways of 
od. The apoſtle Peter informs us, that © there 
& were falſe prophets alſo among the people (the 
&« church under the old teſtament), even as there 
& ſhall be falſe teachers among you (under the 
&< new), who privily ſhall bring in damnable here- 
% fies (amongſt the people of God), even denying 
ce the Lord (Jeſus Chriſt) that bought them (viz. 
* his people, whom he purchaſed with his own 
« blood), and bring upon themſelves (in conſe- 
« quence of propagating ſuch pernicious errors) 
* fait deſtruction. And many ſhall follow their 
& pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom the way of 
<& truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of — whoſe judgment 
“ lingereth not, and their damnation ſlumbereth 
« not,” 2 Pet. ii. 1,2, 3. In Ahab's time, Satan 
went as a lying fpirit into the prophets, © Wor 
e ye not what the ſcripture ſaith of Elias? how he 
«© maketh interceſſion to God againſt Iſrael, ſaying, 
Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged 
“ down thine altars; and J am left alone, and 
they ſeek my life.” He was alone in his pub. 
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lic teſtimony for God: but the Lord had referved 
ſeven thouſand hidden ones to himſelf, who did 
not bow the knee to the image of Baal. Even 
«* fſo-then at this preſent time alſo there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace,” Rom. xi. 2 
2g. In the days of Chriſt upon earth, many of 
his profeſſed diſciples © went back, and walked 


* no more with him :” which made him fay to the 


reſt, * Will ye alſo go away?“ To * Peter 
rep | yed, © Lord, to whom ſhall we go? thou haſt 
« gy words of eternal life.” Some in the + 
poſtle's days run well for a time in a pfofefſion, and 
were hindered : others made ſhip-wreck of faith; 
and departed from the ways of righteouſneſs, re- 
turning, according to the proverb, © like the dog 
* to his vomit, and the ſow that was waſhed, to her 
* wallowing in the mire.”* John ſays, * They 
vent out from us, becauſe they were not of us.“ 
Several, under a profeſſion of religion, behaved in 
a ſcandalous manner: „Of whom I have told you 
<* often, and now tell you even weeping ; that they 
e are the enemies of the croſs of Chrift.” * The 
myſtery of iniquity began then to work; fatan 
raiſed up many miniſters to m_ the goſpel, and 
draw men from the intereſt of holineſs. Many en- 
thuſtaſts aroſe, ſaying, Lo, here is Chriſt; and, lo, 
there is Chriſt : ſome ſaid, he is in the field; o- 
thers, he is in-the ſecret chambers. ' Theſe things 
were accompanied with ſuch a flow cf affection and 
joy, as that, if poſſible, they would have deceived 
« the very elect.” My text ſtands in evident con- 
nection with the ſaints trials in a time of perſecu- 
tion for, and apoſtacy from the truth. In ver. 3. 
it is ſaid, * And all the world wondered after the 
«* beaſt. And they worſhipped the dragon and the 
« beaſt, ſaying (with tranſports of pleaſure), Who 
« is like unto the beaſt ? who is able to make war 
with him?” Rev. xiil. 4. He ſpoke great things 
and 
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oo” 1 Phil. iti. 18. ; g 


—2 — — — 
— — — 


( 50 ] 
and blaſphemies againſt God; his name, his taber- 
nacle, and them that dwell in heaven; 7. e. 'the 

true church, He had power given him © to make 
, war with the ſaints, and to overcome them; and 
* exercited power and authority over all kindreds 
* and tongues and nations : whoſe names were not 
«. written in the book of life of the Lamb ſlain 
from the foundation of the world,” Rev. xiii. 8. 
Many lying wonders and pretended miracles were 
wrought, to deceive them that dwell on the earth. 
Thus when truth is trampled under foot, error is 
artfully propagated and univerſally eſpouſed; and 
ſome who for a time appear very hopeful, as if in 
earneſt for real religion, turn out ſcandalous in their 
converſation, or erroneous in their ſentiments; it 
requires, much grace to ſtand firm for God and 
truth, and be gentle unto all men; © patient, in 
©: meeknels, inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe them- 
* ſelves, if God peradventure will give them re- 
pentance to the acknowledging of the truth, and 
* that they may recover themſelves out of the 
* ſnare of the devil, who are taken captive by him 
at his will,” 2 Tim. 24—26. When Chriſtians 
are enabled to to do, then it may be ſaid, © Here is 
the patience and the faith of the ſaints.” Once more, 
5. Patience and faith are frequently diſcovered 
in bearing affliction from the hand of God, and in 
the proſpect of death. Diſeaſes and diſaſters of va- 
rious kinds attend the ſaints while here on earth; 
and ſome of them are of an alarming nature, which 
made David ſay, My fleſh trembleth for fear of 
* thee, and I am afraid of thy judgments,” Pſal. 
cxix. 120, I am (faith Job) afraid ef all my 
“ ſorrows,” Job ix. 28. ] am full of confuſion, 
therefore ſee thou mine affliction, for it increaſ- 
„ eth,“ chap. x. 15, 16. Job turned to his friends, 
intreating their ſympathy, © Have pity upon me, 
e have pity upon me, O my friends, for the hand 
e of the Lord hath touched me.” When the Lord 
faid to good Hezekiah, Set thy houſe in * for 
thou 
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c thou ſhalt die and not live; he turned his face to 
„the wall, and prayed, and wept ſore,” Ia. xxxviii. 
1—3. Afflictions are not joyous but grievous; and 
death is what nature dreads. Job was viſited with 
various troubles in ſpeedy ſucceſſion; being ſtript 
of his ſubſtance which he had poſſeſſed with repu- 
tation and comfort, and inſtantly reduced to po- 
verty and contempt. While he was attending to 
the three mournful meſſengers who brought tidings 
reſpecting the ſlaughter of his ſervants, and his 
cattle, a fourth arrives, with an account of increaſ- 
ing calamity: the deſtruction of his ten children 
who were buried in the ruins of their elder bro- 
ther's houſe. He inſtantly aroſe, rent his mantle, 
and ſhaved his head, as a token of heart-rending 
ſorrow, and fell down upon the ground, and wor- 
ſhipped, and ſaid, Naked came I out of my mo- 
„ ther's womb, and naked ſhall I return thither : 
* (meaning the earth on which he lay) The Lord 
% gave, and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed 
be the name of the Lord.” A noble inſtance 
indeed of patience and faith, Much of our comfort, 
as creatures, lies in our agreeable connections, 
which the Lord deprives us of by death, or imbit- 
ters by diſorders : But when faith views the hand 
of God in all, then patience produceth ſilence. So 
Aaron held his peace, when his ſons were ſlain ; “ 
and David opened not his mouth, under a fore trial, 
becauſe the Lord had done it, who ſays, © Be 
« ſtill and know that I am God.” Our deareſt 
comforts on earth are periſhable. Afffictions are 
ſometimes of ſuch a nature as to imbitter connecti- 
ons, and make trouble flow from whence comforts 
roſe; that inſtead of ſoothing our ſorrows, they 
may augment our grief, of which our Lord had 
many inſtances in the days of his fleſh; and to 
whom he ſhewed peculiar compaſſion, and often 
ſent them away rejoicing who came unto him on 
the behalf of their relations, with lamentation and 
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woe. And however that be, death the king of 
terrors, will, with unrelenting hand, drag from 
our dwellings our deareſt delights, and ſoon make 
the molt lovely object fo loathſome, that with A- 
braham, we ſhall want a place to bury our dead 
out of our ſight; but when the believer views God 
as the fountain and author of all his comforts, and 
that he has a right to do with his own as he will, 
he joins with Job in bleſſing a taking, as well as a 

iving God, Though creatures die, he ſings with 
David, The Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my rock,” 
Pſal. xviii. 46. A view of the unchanging nature 
of God's eternal love, the ſtability of his everlaſt- 
ing covenant, * ordered in all things and ſure ;” 
his relation to God as a child, and as ſuch, an ob- 
ject of his tender compaſſion, an heir of pro- 
miſed glory, and that ere long he ſhall, with thoſe 
that die in the Lord, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for them from the foundation of the world, ſup- 
ports him under all his trials. The ſoul, by faith, 
realizing that glory to which his pious relatives and 
friends are gone; cannot but bleſs God on their 
account, and longs to paſs through death to partake 
with them of thoſe rivers of pleaſure which flow at 
God's right hand for ever more. From ſuch con- 
ſiderations, the children of God are ſupported, 
compoſed, and comforted ; ſo that in the houſe of 
mourning it may be ſaid, © Here is the patience 
and the faith of the ſaints.” 

If we next contemplate a believer on the bed of 
affliction, when his fleſh upon him ſhall have pain, 
and his foul within him ſhall mourn : filled with 
toſſings to and fro; having uncomfortable days 
and weariſome nights appointed to him; when 
death is making faſt approaches, and ready to ſtorm 
the citadel of life, which is affectingly deſcribed by 
Elihu, Job xxxiii. 19. He is chaſtened alſo with 
pain upon his bed, and the multitude of his 
bones with ſtrong pain; ſo that his life abhorreth 


* bread, and his foul dainty meat. His fleſh is 
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« conſumed away, that it cannot be ſeen; and his 
* bones, which were not ſeen, ſtick out. Yea, his 
* foul draweth near unto the grave, and his life ta 
the deſtroyers. If there be a meſſenger with him, 
an interpreter, one among a thouſand, (wh ih 
the Holy Ghoſt is) to ſhew unto-man his (the 
divine) uprightneſs: then he is gracious unto 
* him, and ſaith, Deliver his ſoul from going down 
eto the pit; I have found a ranſom.” Chriſt is 
the ranſom found, who in favour of his people, 
laid, © I will ranſom them from the power of the 
grave; I will redeem them from death: O death, 
I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy 
* deſtruction :” which he was determined to do, 
with the reſolution of a God; nothing ſhould di- 
vert him from it, coſt what it would, it ſhould be 
done, therefore added, Repentance ſhall be hid 
from mine eyes, Hoſea x11. 14. When Jeſus, 
who gave his life a ranſom for many, 1s thus diſco- 
vered, the ſoul enjoys peace and pardon, and is 
perſuaded fin is atoned for, juſtice pacified, ſatan 
conquered, death diſarmed, the grave overcome, 
and a ſafe paſſage ſecured through dull mortality, 
to the bright manſions of eternal bliſs. The be- 
liever's language is, Now let thy ſervant depart 
« in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation,” 
Luke ii. 29, 30. For © though I walk through the 
„valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no e- 
« vil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy ſtaff 
« they comfort me,” Pal. xxiii. 4. O death 
« where is thy ſting? O grave where 1s thy vic- 
« tory?” 1 Cor. xv. 55. Though nature recoils 
at the thoughts of corruption, and ſhrinks back 
from the loathſome dwelling, faith encourageth 
nature, and conducts it down to duſt. The lan- 
guage of debaſed nature now is, The grave is 
« mine houſe; I have made my bed in darkneſs : 
* have ſaid to corruption, Thou art my father; 
“ to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my 
« ſiſter,” Job. xvii. 13, 14. But the happy lou! is 
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firmly perſuaded that its body, now ſown in diſho- 
nour, ſhall riſe in glory; even faſhioned like to the 
glorious body of Chriſt; and ther-fore in the lan- 
guage of faith, takes leave of its dead companion, 
to which it has a natural inclination; and with a 
wiſhful eye looks down te duſt, ſaying, © My 
“e fleſh ſhall reſt in hope :* “ For I know that my 
„ Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the 
& latter day upon the earth: and though after my 
* ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh 
« ſhall I ſee God: whom I ſhall fee for myſelf, 
« and mine eyes ſhall behold, and not another 
„ though my reins be conſumed within me,“ 70 
xix. 25—28, Patience, in ſuch circumſtances, has 
much to do: ſhe labours hard, but ſays little. Ne- 
ver was there ſuch need of patience as now, while 
faith cries, © Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly.” 
Patience encourages to wait till the great change 
comes, for yet a little while, and he that ſhall 
„ come will come, and will not tarry.” * And at 
laſt, when faith ſhouts victory, victory, © thro? 
ce the blood of the Lamb, and the word of his teſ- 
e timony,” patience, though long innured to 
ſorrow, lifts up her head with joy, and ſings, ] 
% have waited for thy ſalvation, O God.” © Thoſe 
who have frequently attended the godly to the con- 
fines of the grave, and are witneſſes to their dying 
deportment, cannot but acknowledge with pleaſure, 
that © here is the patience and the faith of the 
“ ſaints,” I am now 


IV. To conſider the ſubject as ſuitable to the 
preſent mournful occaſion; and would obſerve, 


1. What reaſon we have to be thankful, when 
there is ſcriptural evidence, that our dear deceaſed 
friends and relations were * called to be ſaints.” 
It is a loud call for grateful e agg 


from you, my brother, to God and grace, for mi 
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full and comfortable evidence you have long had 
of her whom you loved, and now mourn the loſs 
of, being the ſubject of a ſaving change. Flattery 
is fulſome, and panegyrics on the dead are often 
extravagant and diſguſtful. But, with the ſtricteſt 
regard to the words of truth and ſoberneſs, I may 
ſay of the deceaſed, to the honour of grace, ſhe 
' feared the Lord above many. When God began 
firſt ro work upon her ſoul, ſhe was (as I have been 
informed) deeply wounded with a ſenſe of fin in its 
evil nature and horrid conſequences. When de- 
preſſed with a burdened conſcience, and brough 

very low, ſhe was remarkably delivered by thek 
words: There is hope in Iſrael concerning this 
* thing,” Ezra x. 2. But having no remembrance 
of their being a part of ſacred writ, ſhe was again 
much diſcouraged. However, taking up the bible, 
which ſhe now had a particular love to, ſhe provi- 
dentially opened it where, to her ſurpriſe and plea- 
ſure, ſhe met with the ſupporting portion. The 
matter contained in it, diſtinct from the manner of 
her meeting with it, was a peculiar encouragement 
to hope the Lord would have mercy upon her, 
(notwithſtanding her tranſgreſſion) and cleanſe her 
from her ſin. From that time hope. became the 
companion of humility. She was not only con- 
vinced of Jeſus being the only Saviour, but haying 
a fervent deſire of knowing, and enjoying him, as 
her deliverer, ſhe applied to him, truſted in him, 
and waited for him, as the conſolation of Iſrael. 
Nor was it in vain for ſhe frequently was indulged 
with peace, and joy in believing, and had ſweet 
foretaſtes of that reſt, which ſhe is now in the full 
enjoyment of. 

The people of God, of every name, were dear to 
her: and the bowels of the poor ſaints were often 
refreſhed by her. She did not forget to do good. 
and communicate; and in many inſtances denied 
herſelf, for the good of others. She exerted her- 


ſelf much in favour of the intereſt of Chriſt at large, 
yet 
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yet always with great modeſty: oſtentation was 
what ſhe abhorred. She had a comprehenſive 
view of the doctrines of the goſpel; which ſhe 
loved and adorned, having felt their power, and 
talted their ſweetneſs. She was diligent in atten- 
dance on public and privateduties; was very ſeldom 
abſent from the houſe of God, at all ſtated times 
for public-worſhip, though her infirmities, which, 
of late years increaſed faſt upon her, rendered an 
attendance frequently very fatiguing. She had a 
ſpecial regard to ſtrict integrity, for which ſhe was 
particularly eſteemed by every upright acquaintance. 
She lived agreeable to the ſignificant adage, and 
excellent moral maxim, Honeſty is the beſt policy. 
Bur I need not enlarge, as the auditory are ſo well 
acquainted with her chriſtian and moral virtues ; 
in which, may each of us covet to excel, 

Her laſt affliction was of ſuch a nature, as ren- 
dered her incapable of converſation, which was an 
additional grief to thoſe about her. But even 
though the fever was ſo very violent, the pious diſ- 
poſition of her ſoul was diſcovered, by her almoſt 
perpetual ſpeaking, while ſtrength remained, of 

rtions of ſcripture, religious ſubjects, and repeat- 
ing parts of ſignificant hymns. Among other parts 
of ſcripture, the words of the text ſeemed particu- 
larly impreſſed on her mind: ſhe very frequently 
repeating, with an audible voice, © Here is the pa- 
« rience and the faith of the ſaints:“ till at laſt 
ſpeech failed, and life expired. Happy change! 
now her mind is free from every interruption ; the 
bands of mortality, and fetters of imperfection, are 
broke; and her happy ſoul is releaſed from the 
priſon of clay. She has now aſcended, in the chariot 
of ſalvation, ſurrounded by angels, the ſaints tri- 
umphantattendants, home to the prepared manſions 
of immortal bliſs. Now her afflictions are over, 
her ſorrows are ended; and her joys abound before 


the throne, There ſhe ſhines in immortal ſplen- 
clour, 


Mm The motto of her family coat of arms, 
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dour, decked with the robe of righteouſneſs; the 
precious crown of loving-kindneſs, ſtudded with 
render-mercies, on her head: enſigns of victory in 
her hand, and overflowing love 1n her heart, to 
God and the Lamb; whole glory is ever in her 
eye, as the object of reverential delight, holy ad- 
miration, and profound wonder. While you, my 
brother, are allowed by your Lord to mourn your 
loſs, I hope theſe, and ſuch like conſiderations, will 
\ reconcile you to the diſpenſation, which to her is 
ſach unſpeakable gain. Therefore, when ſhe re- 
volves upon your mind, and her perſon is pictured 
on your imagination, either as in her paſt ſtate of 
health, or affliction, as the object of pleaſure or 
pity, your tender paſſions will be in danger of car- 
rying you beyond the boundaries of moderate grief: 
As a check to tumultuous emotions, conſider where 
and what ſhe is; and that you have cauſe to be 
thankful ſhe was given you as a bleſſing, and was 
continued with you in mercy ſo long: and that 
death cannot ſeparate the ſaints from the Lord, nor 
long from one another. You have now acceſs to 
that throne by prayer, where ſhe is employed in 
praiſe : and ere long you will be called to leave this 
world of ſorrow, and to join with ſaints above, in 
their triumphant ſong. In the mean while, may 
you be kept, comforted, and greatly ſucceeded in 
your important employ; and may each of us, as 
creature comforts fail, aſcend nearer the fountain, 
even to our incarnate God, who is all and in all. 


2. You that are called to be ſaints, conſider your 
obligations to the Lord, who hath diſtinguiſhed 
you by his ſovereign grace. Your obligations to 
glorify God are unſpeakably great: they are pro- 
portionable to what he has done for you, wrought 
in you, and promiſed to you, which ſurpaſſeth all 
creature conception. © O love the Lord, all ye 
his ſaints, for the Lord preſerveth the faithrul. Be 
of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen your 

« hearts, 
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« hearts, all ye that hope in the Lord,” P/al. xxxi. 
23, 24. O fear the Lord, ye his ſaints ; for there 
« is no want to them that fear him,” P/al. xxxiv. . 
But remember that, through many tribulations 
« you mult enter the kingdom.” The ſaints graces 
muſt be exerciſed: the promiſes made to them muſt 
be experienced: but how can thoſe be tried, or 
theſe be enjoyed, without difficulties and trouble? 
We have ſeen, that it is through tribulation that 
the ſaints patience and faith appear to be of divine 
original. And as many of the precious promiſes 
are made to the children of God in trouble, how is 
it poſſible you ſhould enjoy their ſweetneſs with- 
out being, in a condition to which they are ſuited ? 
Therefore, be ye reconciled to God; and if fiery 
trials attend you, think not that ſome ſtrange = 
has happened. The like afflictions have been, and 
are accompliſhed in your brethren which are in 
the world. Keep cloſe to God in a way of duty. O 
take warning by the falls of the ſaints. Watch and 
pray; that ye may be kept from thoſe temptations 
y which they. were overcome. Remember, Paul 
warned the ſaints night and day with many tears, 
Atts xx. 31. and befought them, as the Lord's 
priſoner, that they would walk worthy of the vo- 
cation wherewith they were called, Eph. iv. 1. Be 
« ye therefore followers of them, who through 
« faith and patience inherit the promiſes.” $ Fol- 
% lowers of God, as dear children; and walk in 
« love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and hath 
« given himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice 
te to God for a ſweet- ſmelling ſavour. But fornica- 
tion, and all uncleanneſs, or covetouſneſs, let it 
« not be once named amongſt you, as becometh 

« ſaints,” Eph; v. 1—3. | 
Take care of entertaining light thoughts of ſin. 
Do not infer, that God approves of what he per- 
mits: fin is what he loathes; it is contrary to his 
holineſs, and is as hateful to him in the ſaint, as it 
is in ſatan. Remember Moſes the ſervant of the 
| Lord, 
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Lord, and Aaron the ſaint of God, had ce 
taken on their (ſinful) inventions, Pſal. xcix. 8. 
And faith the Lord to his people, © You only 
«* have I known of all the families of the earth, 
therefore I will puniſh you for all your iniqui- 
« ties,” Amos iii. 2. Therefore in all things be 
ye circumſpect, Eph. v. 15. The glory of God, the 
credit of religion, and the comfort of your own 
ſouls require it. It is but a little while we can act 
for God in favour of his cauſe in the world. © In 
the midſt of life we are in death.” Therefore be 
faithful ro God, and valiant for the truth as it is in 
Jeſus. Take to you the whole armour of God, 
with prayer for all ſaints ; * be not diſcouraged be- 
cauſe of the way z * conſider the nature of the pro- 
miles, and the faithfulneſs of the Promiſer; as all 
things ſhall work together for the good of thoſe 
who are the called of the Lord, according to his 
purpoſe; therefore the real chriſtian may with Paul, 
Take pleaſure in affliftions, and rejoice in tribula- 
tion alſo; for theſe will be found at laſt to have 
been employed in our favour, working for us a 
far more exceeding eternal weight of glory, * 

3. We may infer, That the happineſs of the 
ſaint, and the miſery of the ſinner, is not in this 
world, but chiefly lies beyond the =m At times 
they have the foretaſtes of their tuture condition 
in their conſciences, but in a ſmall degree to what 
will be felt, when death ſhall change their counte- 
nance, and ſend them away. Then ſaints ſhall bid 
adieu to all their ſorrows, and enter into the joy of 
their Lord : but ſinners ſhall be driven from every 
delight, to the horrors of hell; and at judgment 
they ſhall “ return and difcern (the difference) be- 
<<. tween the righteous and the wicked; between 
„ him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him 
« not,” Mal. iii. 18. Then ſhall the Lord be“ re- 
„ vealed from Heaven, with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 

e know 


* Eph. vi 13, 18. : Numb. xxi. 4. u 2 Cor. iv. 17: 
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* know not God, and that obey not the goſpel of 
© our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: When he ſhall come 
to be glorified in his ſaints, and to be admired in 
all them that believe, 2 The/. i. 8. 10. * Behold 
he cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſce 
„ him; and they alſo which pierced him, and all 
« kindreds of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him; 
ſaying, The great day of his wrath is come, and 
c who ſhall be able to ſtand ? “* Then the holy 
angels will drag hardened ſinners to the impartial 
bar, and will gather out of Chriſt's kingdom every 
thing that ſhall offend 3 in obedience to the com- 
mands of their incarnate God, who will likewiſe 
ſay unto them, < Gather my ſaints together unto 
„me, thoſe that have made a covenant with 
* me by ſacrifice,” Pſal. I. 3. To the wicked he 
will ſay, Depart from me (not to the world and 
* their pleaſures; that is gone, and theſe are for ever 
<< fled away; but, Depart from me) ye curſed, into 
<« everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels.“ But to the ſaints, © Come ye bleſſed of 
* my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
* you from the foundation of the world,“ Matt. 
XXV. 34, 41. Then will Jeſus give full proof of 
his love to his people, and of his ability. to make 
war with the beaft, and the falſe propher, who caſt 
down the truth to the ground, Dan. viii. and did 
« wear out the ſaints of the Moſt High,” ch. vii. 
25. Theſe oppoſers ſhall then be brought in chains 
before him who ſitteth on the throne, and appear 
with every mark of ignominy, ſhame and diſgrace, 
and ſhall be caſt into the lake of fire burning with 
brimſtone, * where all the nations ſhall be turned 
which forget God, and the families which call 
not upon his name; © where eternal torments will 
be felt, and the doleful ſound, damnation, heard 
through all the horrid region. “ Conſider this, 
ye that forget God.” © Are any here brought ſe- 
cretly to defire deliverance from wrath to come ? 
| Let 
* Rev. i. 7. vi, 17. Rer. xx, 10, 18. Þ,Plal, ix. 17, 
| e Pial. brxnix, 6. . 1 22. 
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Let me tell you, Chriſt is the way; he came into 
our world on purpoſe to ſave, even the chief 


of ſinners. Do not preſume to think you can 
be ſaved without him; nor deſpair of being ſaved 


through him: and ever remember, that he ſaves 


his people from their ſins; not in them. 


4. It appears from what hath been ſaid, that the 


ſaints ought to love and ſympathize one with an- 
other. Whatever be their condition in life, rich 


or poor, they are all precious to God, as children 
of his family, however ſcattered now in point of 
ſituation : there is“ one hope of their calling.“ 
And however divided in ſentiment, and.diſtinguiſh- 


ed by names, they are all one in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Lou then that are ſtrong, ſhould bear the in- 
% firmities of the weak.” Comfort and edify one 


another, not forgetting to “ aſſemble yourſelves 
together, as the manner of ſome is.“ You, as a 
church, ought, and I hope will, ſympathize with 
your miniſter, now in trouble, and pray that the 
Lord may comfort his ſoul, and ſtrengthen his pa- 
tience, and faith, that he may be able to © comfort 
4 others, with the ſame cornforts wherewith he 
&*© himſelf is comforted of God.” © 
5. We may learn how important and precious 
the goſpel is, which brings lite and immortality to 
light. It is the ſtay of faith, and the ſupport of 
atience; a ſinner is there directed where to find a 
God well pleaſed, and pacified towards him, for 
what he has done. The law reveals God as terri- 
ble to tranſgreſſors; but as in Chriſt, his language 
to the alarmed ſinner is, Fury is not in me.” * 
Goſpel glory gilds the horrors of the grave, and 
reconciles the ſaints to death, weans them from the 
world in all its pleaſing forms, and dear connections, 


and even makes the chriſtian long to © depart to 


«* be with Chriſt, which is far better.“ All that 
Jeſus is, and all he has, as Mediator, is by the gol- 


pel 


z 1 Tim. i. 15. Rom. xv. 1, +» Heb. x. 25, 2 2 Car, 
i. 4. « Iſa, xxvii. 4, Phil. i. 23. 
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diſcovered as the chriſtian's property and por- 
1 wu For “ all things are yours: whether mall ou 
1 „% Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
| «death; or things preſent, or things to come; all 
«© are yours; and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
« God's.” * And now, brethren, I commend you 
to God, and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you an inheri- 
c tancgamong all them which are ſanctified.“ * A. 
mongſt whom, I doubt not, our dear departed ſiſter 
| | no is, with a loud voice ſinging, Salvation to 
fl © our God, which ſitteth _ e throne, and un- 
| x to the Lamb.“ To which the angels reply, ſay- 
ö ing, Amen: Bleſſing, and glory, and wiſdom, 
| 0 and thankſgiving, and honour, and er, and 
q might, be unto our God for ever and ever. 
nn 4 


THE END. 


